
Liccione v. Salustri-Loper, et al        24-003939-CI 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

EXHIBIT M 
Sworn Affidavit of Karla Kay Kemp 

  

Filing # 235043252 E-Filed 11/03/2025 11:17:00 PM

***ELECTRONICALLY FILED 11/07/2025 02:22:32 PM: KEN BURKE, CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT, PINELLAS COUNTY***



CIRCUIT COURT
SIXTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

(Court Level and Jurisdiction)

JOHN WILLIAM LICCIONE
CIVIL DIVISION Case No.:24-003939-CI

(Case I.D. Number)

Plaintiff

-VS-

CATHY SALUSTRI-LOPER, et al;

Defendant

AFFIDAVIT

I, KARLA KAY KEW, of SAINT PETERSBURG, in PINELLAS County, Florida, MAKE OATH
AND SAY THAT:

1. I, Karla Kay Kemp, a registered Democrat voter in PineUas County District 13, am creating this
affidavit to testify as a witness to the dispute by the plaintiff, John William Liccione, that the
misleading article written by The Gabber newspaper swayed my vote in the 2024 Democratic
Primary Election for Congressional Seat Distdct 13.

2 Having been sorely disappointed about the lack of educational resources explaining the different
policies of the primary candidates publicly available, on August 9, 2024, 1 did a google search

on my phone for information on the platforms of the democratic candidates for Pinellas county
2024, as I planned to vote early on Monday, August 12, 2024.
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3.

4.

In my search results, I found an article by a local newspaper now as The Gabber, titled "Meet the
Candidates for the Distdct 13 Congressional Election.’' {exhibit A}

As I knew a local resident ofGul8>ort, FL, a suburb of Saint Petersburg, FL, who was also a
former editor of the award winning St Petersburg Times aka Tampa Bay Times, I was aware of
the reputation The Gabber had for its accuracy.

5. Having already done a little bit of research and liking their platforms, I had already come to the
decision that I was going to choose between John William Liccione Or Whitney Fox.

6. However, aBer reading the article, I was shocked and disappointed that there was no information
on John Liccione.

7. 1 double checked the title and date of the article to make sure that I had the right infonnation.
And, the article was affirmatively covering all the candidates for the democratic parties District
13th Congressional Elections. There was no reference to his not being interviewed, but still
nmlmg.

8. As a result, I came to the conclusion that John W Liccione, the plaintiff, must have dropped out
of the primary race, and consciously decided that it would have to be Whitney Fox.

9. I do not have a subscription to The Gabber. I also did not see the follow up rectraction
explaining their discrepancy at leaving bin out of the article prior to the debate and primary
runoff election. I was not even aware of it until Friday, October 24, 2025.

10 Ultimately, I voted for Whitney Fox for the Pinellas County District 13 Congressional candidate
as a direct result of The Gabber article making nIe think that he had withdrawn his candidacy.
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1abtcnn
of

STATE OF FLORIDA

COUNTY OF PINELLAS

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO BEFORE

ME, by means of X physical presqnce or
VqF

online notarization, on the 5’ "' day

$Dvdab+/ , AQ) (Signature)

KARLA KAY KEMP
SiXnatV

fF\..

-NOTARY PUBLIC
(Seal)

My Commission expires:

- At:;'-haqq
UMaeFHdH
NoUN PubIIc
Stateofnodda
OHm# HH72S216
ExDires9/25/2029KSc :+BUS
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