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Boat Communities
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T"ve spent many years in and around your city and I'm disgusted with the neglizence [ see pertaining to 25
vour livezboard community. After viewing the devastation of the last few minor storms, and now the loss
of life, how will this city ever prepare for 2 more serious event? This tovwn is overburdened with tons of — b
untenable ordinances and the time has come to add a uzeful new one. It's time to apply and enforce ’s"i :
restrictions on liveaboards close to shore. =
Flerida’s liveaboard community certainly makes the state a better place, but as usual, puidelines must be AWARD WINNER .
implemented at a local level for emergency preparedness and safety. Seeing the preventable loss of life

and devastation happen over and over simply signals the need for greater enforcement and education.
And the responzibility on thiz local waterway — whether you want to pawn off responsibility or not — GULFPORT WEATHER
rests with the city and not the state or feds. The damage here ocours to the city, and instead of again
wasting months waiting for the salvage and pier repair is unacceptable and negligent.

Proper and regular inspection of the ancherage iz necessary, as well as civic enforcement for thoze
registered vessels not taking cleanup duties responsibly. There iz also no reazon based on safety that so
many vessels should be moored that close to the shoreline or so close to each other. Especizlly since
moored boats rely on other small vessels to get ashore anyway.




Proper and regular inspection of the anchorage 13 necessary, as well 23 civic enforcement for those
registered vessels not taking cleanup duties responsibly. There is also no reazon based on safety that so
many vessels should be moored that close to the shoreline or so close to each other. Ezpecizlly since
moored boats rely on other small vessels to get ashore anyway.

I"ve seen with my own eyes a patrol officer pestering people tying rowboats to the casine pier for little
Teason (you know who yvou are).

The time has come to manage that officer better, and move him into the harbor on a small craft for wiser
lifesaving prevention and enforcement.

—Gino Batali, 5t Petersburg

Read the August T Letiers to the Editor.

Corrections

The Gabber Newspaper printed an article — “Meet the Democratic Candidates for the District 13
Congressional Election™ — focusing on a scheduled debate hosted by the Pinellzs Democratic Party.

The Pinellas Democratic Party showeased four of the candidates for nmning for congress. The Gabber
Newspaper did not include candidates who were not participating in the event, including John Liccione.

The Gabber Newspaper did not intentionally omit Liccione, and regrets the mistake. The Gabber
Newspaper reached out to Liccione, but did not receive a response.

We're the calm during the storm. No hype, only help!

Boolmark The Gabber Newspaper's storm coverage page for quick access to relevant tropical storm

updates. No hype, no guessing, just updates on shelters, sandbags, and closures. And sign up for text

zlerts to get real-time guidance and prep advice when there’s a named storm heading our way. Also,
check out our downtown Gulfport and beach web cams.

About Letters to the Editor

We womt your lefters! The Gabber Newspaper encourages leffers (ane per person, per month). Include
vour real name and city. Please beep it short — <230 words. We may edit lefters for content, clarity, and
length We don't print letters that incite violence or include attacks on private citizens. The Gabber
Newspaper alse doesn 't print letters that intentionally mislead people. Letters may appear online and'or
in print. We may print comments that appear on The Gabber Newspaper's website and sockal media
Opinions expressed do not necessarily represent the views gf The Gabber Newspaper owners,

advertizers, or staff Send lefters fo news([@ihegabber.com or 2908-8 Beach Blvd 5., Gulfport, FI, 33707

by Cameron Healy
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SUPPORT THE GABBER NEWSPAPER

Your donaticns are tax-deduoctible to the fill extent of the law. The
Florida Commumty News Fund i= a program administered by the Florida
Press Foundation, tax 1D #39-2449377, a 501 (C) (3) organization. All
donations made at this link go to The Gabber Newspaper through the
Florida Press Assoctation, a 301{c)(3).

Please support local news and The Gabber Mewspaper!
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