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Meet the Candidates for the St. Pete Beach Election GULFPORTFLWEBCAM

Season
December 21, 2023 by Patrick Heinzen
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MARKETAcross Pinellas County, election season is heating up. Meet the candidates running in the upcoming
St. Pete Beach electionseason. visitgulfportflorida.com
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It's election season across Pinellas County. From Madeira Beach to St. Pete Beach, city councils and
commissions are preparing to receive new members. The GabberNewspoper s election coverage will

look at Gulfport, St. Pete Beach, Treasure Island, and Madeira Beach. The GabberNewspaper would

cover South Pasadena elections, but South Pasadenadoes nothaveelections in 2024.

Note: The Gabber Newspaper attempted to contact every candidate multiple times. We noted each AWARDWINNER
instance where the candidate failed to respond If a candidate doesnthave a photo here, it means they
didnot return our calls anddid not have asuitablephoto online
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GULFPORT, FL

St. Pete Beach Election Season feelslike9 734
St. Pete Beach has three candidates who qualified for elections. Wind:

73° Emph WSW

numnidityNote: Between Dec. 12 andDec. 18, four ofthefive seatedcommissioners on St. Pete Beach saidthey
42%wouldeither resign effective Dec. 30or refuseto comply with new laws aboutfinancial disclosuresfor sunny pressure:

electedofficials. The remaining member of the city commission, Mayor Adrian Petrila, will appoint 70ame647pm 30.02hg
EST

interim commissioners for all four districts. Ihe appointed commissionersfor Districts I and 3 will serve uvindex:
2until the March 2024 elections. The City ofSt. Pete Beach will hold special elections in August 2024 for

Districts 2and 4. 5pr 7pr 8 pr

72*F 70*F 66*F

District1 o:
In District 1,Karen Marriottand Lisa Reich qualified.

sun mon tue
77e/G4e 72'E/574 774F/ 63*

Update: Aprevious versionsaid thatReich did not respond The article has been updatedto reflect her U

respondingto The Gabber Newspaper, and adding a photo.

Gulfport, FLweather forecast -Karen Marriott
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Karen Marriott

Karen Marriott hopes to earn aseat on the St. Pete Beach City Commission
Photo courtesy of Karen Marriott

Marriott has lived in Florida for 14 years, all of them in St. PeteBeach. Marriott earned a Bachelors of
Arts in Business Administration from Regis College, and an Associates of Arts degree as a physical

therapy assistant fromSt. Petersburg College. Recently, Marriott purchased an old auto-repair garage to
turn into a retail store forher business, North Beach Windsurfing. During this process, she learned a lot

about permitting and development. If elected, Marriott says she hopesto encourage small-scale
development in favor of large development (centered around thebighotels) on St. Pete Beach.



Lisa Reich

St. Pete Beach candidate Lisa Reich is hoping to take the District 1 City Commissioner seat.
Photo Courtesy of Lisa Reich

Reich has lived in Florida since 1981, but moved to St. Pete Beach in 2020. Afterearing a Bachelor of
Science degree from Florida State University, she pursueda 25-year career in sales, marketing, and
management. She has also held a health, life, and annuities insurance license since 1999. Today, she owns

abusiness thatprovides payroll administration, workers compensation and risk management, employee
benefits, and human resource management to small-to-medium-sized businesses. She is also an artist,

focusing on a coastal theme with her art. As an active wildlife conservationist, she has spent 12 years
working with sea turtle conservation efforts. In a press release, Reich spoke abouther goals to protect
beaches and natural beauty, localbusinesses, and overall quality oflife.

St. Pete Beach Elections: District 3
In District 3, Betty Rzewnicki will run unopposed.

Rzewnicki has lived in Florida for 53 years,with the last 13 of them in St. Pete Beach. She earneda
Bachelors ofScience inMarine Biology, as well asaMasters in education and educational leadership.

The Gabber Newspaper reachedout multiple times to Rzewnicki, out didnot receive an anrwer.

This not the only city inSouthPinellas with an election. Read about candidates in Madeira Beach and
Treasure Island


