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Campa Bau Cimes
ELECTIONS

Democrats want to take on
Anna Paulina Luna in 2024.
But they need a candidate.
The freshman lawmaker will have more money behind
her than in 2022 and the advantage of the incumbency.

0

S E

Anna Paulina Luna speaks to acrowd during the Keep Florida Free Tour on Wednesday, Aug. 24, 2022, inTampa. LUIS SANTANA | Times
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Democrats are targeting U.S. Rep. Anna Paulina Luna's igth Congressional
District seatin 2024. But theyhave yet to find a candidate to face the freshman
lawmaker from Pinellas County.
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The Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee has labeled 3i Republican-
held House seats asvulnerable, including two in Florida - the ones held by Luna
and Maria Elvira Salazar, who represents parts ofMiami.

Democrats expecthighvoter turnout fromleft-leaning voters in Florida ifthey can
get two initiatives on the ballot relatedto recreational use of marijuana and
abortion.

We got newleadership with the Florida Democratic Party. National groups are
also payingattention. The vice president has been here numerous times already,
and she's indicated thatshe is also going to spend more time in Florida,
Democratic consultantMaya Brown said. 'I think that's going to be reflectedin
what's going tobe a high turnout election for Democrats.

Although the igthCongressional District has in recentyears been aswing seat,
redistricting in 2o2o made thedistrict more red.

That, along with an endorsement from former President Donald Trump, paved the
wayforLuna's victory in 2022, when she beat Democrat Eric Lynn, an adviser
underformer President BarackObama, comfortablyby 8 points. Republican
turnoutin 2022 in Pinellas County was higher than that ofDemocrats and part of

red wave that swept Florida.a

Anna Paulina Luna vanquished herlast democrat opponent, despite being
outspentby$11 Million, a 12-to-1 disadvantage forher. Everylocal democrat
politician with half abrain knows they can't beat her, that's why none have
steppedup to challenge,* James Blair, Luna's chiefpolitical strategist, said in a
text.

Inher short time in Congress, Lunahas cultivated a reputation forher
confrontational andbrazen approach to politics. A member ofthe Freedom
Caucus, Luna has been atthe forefront of a conservative rebellion against the more
moderate arm of the party.

Hermost recent action includes asuccessful effort she ledto censure Democratic
lawmakerAdam Schiff forhis involvement in the Trump-Russia investigation. She
is alsoleading aHouse investigation into UFOs and intelligence oversight.

She has also pressuredthe U.S. Army Corps ofEngineers for faster action on
beach renourishment in Pinellas County.
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ButJustin Chermol, a spokesperson with theDemocratic Congressional Campaign
Committee, said manyofthe issues that Luna focuses on are not what mattermost
to Floridians.

Rather than workto lower costs, create jobs, and keep our communities safe,
Luna has prioritized aliens from outer space and the fringe of our politics,
Chermol said in a statement.

The National Republican Congressional Committee said itis confident in Luna's
abilitytohold her seat.

Democrats knowtheyhaveno chance to takeback this seat, evidenced bythefact
not oneserious candidatehasjumped into this race. Democrats pretendingthey
can take this seatis all talk,' Delanie Bomar,a spokesperson forthe National
Republican Congressional Committee, said in astatement. Bomar's organization is
focused on flipping Florida's gth District, held by Democrat Darren Soto since
2017.

Get insights into
Florida politics

Subscribe to our free Buzz
newsletter

We'll send you a rundown on local,
state and national politics coverage

every Thursday.

Enter your email address Sign up

Luna will likely have more money behind her this election in addition tothe
benefit of being an incumbent. The Club for Growth, aconservative organization
known forpropping up more conservative members of Congress, is preparinga
S2o million defenseto help The Patriot2o, according to a memo obtained by
Polifico.

Five freshmen members ofthe group who are especially vulnerable will be the
focus, including Luna.


