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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SIXTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
 IN AND FOR PINELLAS COUNTY, FLORIDA 

 
 
STATE OF FLORIDA CASE NO.: 52-2023CF002935-0000APC 
 
v. 
 
TOMASZ KOSOWSKI, 
         Defendant. 
  / 
 

EX PARTE MOTION TO AUTHORIZE COSTS (#2) 
 

The Defendant, by and through undersigned counsel, and pursuant to 

Florida Statutes §§ 27.52, 29.007, and 112.061, the Fifth, Sixth, Eighth and 

Fourteenth Amendments to the U.S. Constitution, moves this Honorable Court 

to enter its Order authorizing court-appointed attorney Jane McNeill to incur 

costs for travel for the trial. As grounds in support, the Defendant states the 

following: 

1. The State of Florida indicted the Defendant with one count of 

Murder in the First Degree and is seeking the death penalty pursuant to Section 

921.141, Fla. Stat.  

2. The Defendant is indigent and is entitled to State funding for costs 

and fees, including travel costs and expenses. Attorney Jane McNeill is court-

appointed to this case. 

3. The trial in this case is scheduled to begin September 14, 2026, at 

the Pinellas County Justice Center (CJC) in Clearwater, Florida. The trial is 

anticipated to last four to six weeks.  

4. The CJC is located at least 56 miles from Attorney McNeill’s location 

and travel time is generally 1.25-1.75 hours. 

5. The Defendant seeks preauthorization for travel and lodging funds 

for attorney Jane McNeill to stay in Pinellas County near the CJC during the 

trial.  
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6. This case is outside the circuit in which Attorney McNeill’s office is 

located. Exceptional circumstances existed for appointment of counsel outside 

the circuit. This is a capital case requiring qualified counsel.  

7. Travel to and from the trial each day would be unduly burdensome 

on counsel and affect counsel’s ability to effectively represent the Defendant and 

be available to the Court. 

8. Attorney Jane McNeill requests authorization to be reimbursed for 

travel costs for trial. Reimbursable costs include lodging, parking, mileage, 

meals, gas, and other miscellaneous expenses as authorized by statute, with a 

cap of $6,000.00.  

9.  The Justice Administrative Commission (“JAC”) was provided with a 

copy of this Motion in advance of it being filed. JAC objects to the motion and 

has filed a responsive pleading, a copy of which is attached.  

10.  JAC requests to participate in a hearing on this matter.  

 

 

WHEREFORE, the Defendant requests that this motion be granted and that 

the Court order the following: 

1. Authorization for Court-Appointed Attorney Jane McNeill a to be 

reimbursed for expenses related to travel for the trial, with a cap of $6,000.00. 

 

       Respectfully submitted August 5, 2026, 
  
  /s/ Jane A. McNeill  
        Jane A. McNeill, B.C.S 

 
 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the foregoing has been 
furnished to JAC at pleadings@justiceadmin.org on August 5, 2026.  
 
 

/s/ Jane A. McNeill  
Jane A. McNeill, B.C.S. 
Fla. Bar No. 923761  
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McNeill Law, P.A. 
PO Box 813 
Highland City, FL 33846  
(727) 325-0340 
jane@mcnlaw.net  



IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SIXTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
IN AND FOR PINELLAS COUNTY, FLORIDA 

 
STATE OF FLORIDA,    CASE NO.: 2023 CF 2935 A 
           
v.           
         
TOMASZ KOSOWSKI,      
 Defendant.       
____________________________/ 
 

JUSTICE ADMINISTRATIVE COMMISSION’S RESPONSE TO 
MOTION TO AUTHORIZE COSTS #1 

  
COMES NOW, the Justice Administrative Commission (“JAC”), by and 

through the undersigned attorney and files this response to the above-cited 

motion as follows:  

1.Ê Jane McNeill (Counsel) is seeking authorization for travel expenses 

related to travel from her office to this circuit including lodging during trial. 

This motion should be denied.  Counsel made a business decision to place 

herself on a registry and accept appointment to this case outside of the circuit 

in which her office is located.  As such, JAC objects to paying any travel 

expenses in this matter. 

2.Ê Counsel was appointed to this matter based on her participation in the 

registry for this circuit.  Counsel elected to accept this appointment as co-

counsel despite being located in the Tenth Circuit. 

3.Ê Although Counsel suggests that she was appointed to this matter due 

to exceptional circumstances, nothing in the order of appointment suggests 

that this is the case. Instead, she was appointed as a participant in the registry 

upon the request for co-counsel by lead counsel Daniel Hernandez. 
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4.Ê JAC only has statutory authority to pay due process services pursuant 

to Sections 29.007, 27.40, 27.425 and 27.5304, Florida Statutes. 

5.Ê As directed by Section 27.425 Florida Statutes, and the General 

Appropriations Act, all due process services are subject to the rates, terms and 

conditions approved by the Florida Statutes and the JAC contract, policies and 

procedures.   

5.Ê Counsel elected to accept cases outside of the circuit in which her office 

is located by seeking inclusion in the registry for multiple circuits including 

this circuit.   She made a business decision to accept appointments in the 

Sixth Circuit when she is located in the Tenth Circuit.  JAC therefore objects to 

any travel expenses including lodging.  JAC should not be liable for payment of 

travel expenses when the reason for the travel is for the attorney to travel from 

her office to the courthouse. 

6.Ê Under these circumstances, any expenses related to travel are an 

overhead expense that Counsel is liable for since she elected to participate in 

the registry for this circuit and to accept appointment to this case.  JAC should 

not be liable for travel expenses for Counsel’s business decision.  Although this 

is a first-degree murder case, the order of appointment only indicates that she 

was appointed based upon the request of lead counsel. 

7.Ê This issue is specifically addressed in Paragraph II(11) of the JAC 

Registry Contract executed by Counsel: 

If Attorney is approved for a registry outside of the circuit in which 
Attorney’s office is located, JAC reserves the right to object to travel 
time, mileage, lodging, and any other travel expenses to travel to 
the circuit of the case. Attorney waives the right to seek travel 
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time, mileage, or other travel expenses to travel to the circuit of a 
case absent exceptional circumstances warranting an out-of-circuit 
appointment. 
 

(Emphasis supplied.)  Paragraph II(12) further provides that “Attorney travel 

should be limited to travel necessary for the defense of the case.” 

8.Ê In that Counsel is located in Polk County and elected to accept cases in 

Pinellas County, she was aware that her decision to participate in the registry 

for this circuit would necessitate substantial travel from her office.  However, 

this travel is clearly not necessary for the defense of the case because the Court 

could have appointed a local attorney.  

9.Ê The travel expenses at issue will not be incurred but for Counsel’s 

business decision to participate in a registry outside her home circuit.  Counsel 

knew, or should have known, that placing herself on the registry for capital 

death cases and accepting an appointment as co-counsel would necessitate 

travel expenses in the event the case proceeded to trial. Nonetheless, she made 

a business decision to place herself on the registry in this circuit for this case 

type.ÊJAC should not be liable to subsidize an attorney’s overhead expenses 

associated with traveling to accept cases. 

10.Ê Counsel has not alleged any specific extraordinary circumstances 

warranting state liability for travel expenses in this matter.  The fact that a 

death case is proceeding to trial is not extraordinary.  Instead, the travel 

expenses are the foreseeable outcome of Counsel placing herself on the registry 

for capital death cases in this circuit and accepting appointment to this case. 
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11.Ê JAC requests that this matter be set for hearing. JAC requests to 

appear through communications equipment and can be reached toll-free at 

(866) 355-7902. 

WHEREFORE, JAC requests this Court deny the motion. 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the foregoing has been 
sent by facsimile, email and/or U.S. Mail on this 30th day of July, 2026 to:  
 
Jane McNiell, Esq. 
Sent via email 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
ANA CRISTINA MARTINEZ 
GENERAL COUNSEL 
 
/s/ Christian D. Lake 
CHRISTIAN D. LAKE 
Assistant General Counsel 
Justice Administrative Commission 
227 North Bronough Street, 
Suite 2100 
Tallahassee, Florida 32301 
Tel. (850) 488-2415 
pleadings@justiceadmin.org 
Florida Bar No.: 0134831 

 


