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WHEREUPON,
MATTHEW LALIBERTE
(the deponent herein, being first duly sworn, was examined
and testified as follows:)
EXAMINATION
BY MS. SEIFER-SMITH:

Q. Can you please state your name for the record.

A. Matthew Laliberte.

Q. We are here in the matter of Cornelius
whitfield. Our court case number is 21-01513CF. I have a
St. Petersburg Police Department case number of
2021-006023. 1Is that on the report that you have in front
of you?

A. Yes.

Q. My name is Julia Seifer-Smith. I'm an assistant
public defender. Together with Margaret Russell and
Lamark McGreen, who may be joining us, we represent
Cornelius whitfield. Also present for the state is Theo

MS. TAKTIKOS-DANZIG: Danzig.

MS. SEIFER-SMITH: Danzig. That makes it so
easy.

MS. TAKTIKOS-DANZIG: Whatever is easiest.

MS. SEIFER-SMITH: Thank you.

Q (By Ms. Seifer-smith) Can you tell us what you

JTP REPORTING (727)422-8287
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reviewed in connection with this case before being sworn
in by our court reporter?

A. For reference, I reviewed my primary report.

Q. Okay. Having reviewed your primary report, did
that jog your memory as to your involvement in the case?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. Can you give me a little bit of
information about yourself, Tike when you started with the
St. Petersburg Police Department, if you have prior
experience, what your jobs have been with the department,
things 1like that.

A. I've been with the department for eighteen
years, going on nineteen. The past ten years I've been a
field training officer.

Q. So have all of your nineteen years with the
department been in patrol?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. So, obviously, 2021 in patrol. Wwere you
a field training officer at that time?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. For this particular incident, did you
have a trainee?

A. NoO.

Q. Can you tell me how you got involved in this

case?

JTP REPORTING (727)422-8287
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A. I was dispatched to the residence reference to a
person shot.

Q. Okay. Now, when I received the police reports,
it looked as though your name came first. Does that mean
that you were primary officer assigned to the case?

A. I was a primary to take control of the incident
until further investigation led otherwise.

Q. Okay. So like primary patrol? 1Is that how that
would work?

A. Yes.

Q. Do you know about how long it took for you to
arrive at a particular location associated with this
incident?

A. I have no idea.

Q. Do you recall being nearby? Anything 1like that?

A. Somewhat close, I guess.

Q. Do you have -- sorry. Do you have a memory of
what the dispatch information was, 1like the call notes or
like the call information?

A. No.

Q. Was it something -- if you remember, was it
something to indicate it was an emergency?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. But you just don't recall what that was?

A. It was a person shot that came out.

JTP REPORTING (727)422-8287
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Q. Just person shot? That's what you remember?

A. Yes.

Q. Give me one second.

Okay. Sorry about that. Now, person shot, that
would obviously indicate lights and sirens?

A. Correct.

Q. And you said you didn't have a trainee. So safe
to assume you were driving by yourself that day?

A. Yes.

Q. Tell me if you received any other information
that you remember now before you arrived on scene.

A. Nothing that would jog my memory.

Q. Okay. And where did you go?

A. I went to the location.

Q. Okay. Wwhen you -- and was it like a residential
Tocation, if you remember?

A. Yes.

Q. Now, was this location like a neighboring home,
or was this Tlocation of, 1like, the shooting itself, if you
remember?

A. Wwhat do you mean?

Q. So my understanding is that there was a woman
who went to a neighbor's home who called for help.

A. That's correct.

Q. So is that where you were dispatched?

JTP REPORTING (727)422-8287
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A.

I was dispatched to there, yes.

Tell me what you observed once you arrived?

An officer was dealing with the victim.

There was another officer there already?

There were several, yes.

oh, okay. You were not the first on the scene?
No.

Did you approach those officers?

we were getting close where he told us, hey, the

actual victims and suspect would be inside the residence.

Q.
A.
Q.
arrived?
A.
Q.
A.

Okay. So you were directed to another location?
correct.

About how far away was that from where you had

A few houses.
Okay. So what did you do next?

At that point, my sergeant showed up, Sergeant

Page. Knowing that there's victims inside the house, we

attempted to make entry with the ballistics shield with

the front door, which was Tocked.

Q.
home?

A.

Q.

How many of you attempted to make entry into the

Four.
And were you able to get inside of the home?

No.

JTP REPORTING (727)422-8287
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Q. Did you hear anything coming from inside the
house?

A. No.

Q. Wwhat was the condition of the home in terms of
what you remember? Like doors closed? windows down?
Were you able to see inside?

A. We just tried the front door, which was Tlocked,
and we tried the back door, which was on the southwest
corner. That was locked as well.

Q. And in those two attempts, you didn't hear
anything from inside the home?

A. No.

Q. Okay. So what did you do next?

A. At that point, we got told that the suspect is
still inside; so we vacated the area, and SWAT showed up.

Q. Wwho told you that the suspect was still inside?

A. Some radio transmission. I don't recall.

Q. So you don't know where that information
actually came from?

A. Not off the top of my head, no.

Q. And so you said you kind of stepped aside and
allowed SWAT to take over, like, contact with the home.
Is that right?

A. Correct.

Q. I just want to back up for a moment. when you

JTP REPORTING (727)422-8287
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initially saw officers with 1like the 1living victim, did
you make any kind of contact with that person?

A. Not really.

Q. Did you see him or her?

A. I don't recall if it's male or female.

Q. Oh, okay. So it sounds like you don't really
recall much contact at all?

A. Not much at all. we got there and they said,
hey, victims are in this house. So we sort of detoured
since officers were already with one of the victims.

Q. Do you remember anything else about that
person's appearance, their condition, anything?

A. Not off the top of my head.

Q. Do you remember how many officers were with that
person?

A. NoO.

Q. Do you remember where that was that you, like,
saw officers with somebody who is perceived to be a
victim?

A. That was a couple of houses from the actual
occurred location.

Q. Wwas it outside of the home?

A. Yes.

Q. Were they already receiving assistance from like

medical personnel, 1like EMTs and medics?

JTP REPORTING (727)422-8287
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11

A. I don't know if they were there or not.

Q. I imagine it was kind of a chaotic scene.

A.  Very.

Q. But you recognized that there were other
officers from your department who were already there?

A. Yes.

Q. All right. oOnce you and it sounds 1like your
colleagues, Sergeant Page and maybe some other officers
retreated to allow SWAT to, I guess, do their job, what
did you do?

A. At that point, I was told to go put crime scene
tape up at an intersection, which I did, and also had
marked police cruisers vacate the main road.

Q. Okay. Which intersection did you go to?

A.  Emerson Avenue and 31st Street.

Q. About how far away was that from the home in
this case?

A. A block.

Q. During the time that you were 1like putting crime
scene up, I guess marking out a space for you and your
colleagues to do your work, did you have any contact with
civilians?

A. No.

Q. So like nobody coming up to you asking what was

going on or telling you what they observed?

JTP REPORTING (727)422-8287
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A. Not that I recall.

Q. Anything of interest or note for the
investigation that occurred while you were either putting
crime scene up or standing at that intersection?

A. I didn't stand directly at the intersection. I
put crime scene tape up to make sure no people and traffic
wouldn't come, and then I came back and hid behind the
car, a civilian's car.

Q. And what was the purpose of that?

A. Just in case the suspect started shooting out
the windows.

Q. The car that you were behind, where was that?

A. I can't recall.

Q. Wwas it 1like near to the home, or was it still
well behind where SWAT was?

A. What do you mean behind SwWAT?

Q. Presumably, SWAT would have taken 1like a primary
position, Tike, much closer to the home than you would
have been.

A. SWAT did their thing. Wwe stood off and around
them to say the least.

Q. But near to them?

A. I mean, in reference to like a distance, I can't
give you that.

Q. Were you able to see what SWAT was doing?

JTP REPORTING (727)422-8287
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e Lo r

them do?
A.

what they

Yes and no.

Okay. So tell me what you observed them to do?
I observed them do what they normally do.

which is?

Deal with tactical situations.

Okay. So what did they do? what did you see

well, I just saw at that point, like, they did

were doing because I was behind the car, and

then I was told to go retrieve the baby from the medic

that was bringing out the child.

Q.
home?
A.
Q.
A.

it a baby
Q.

A.
Q.
A.

Okay. Did you see SWAT actually go into the

I can't remember.

Okay. Did you see them come out with anybody?
well, they came out with -- I wouldn't consider
but a small child.

Did you see them come out with that child?

Yes.

Okay. Can you tell me what you observed then?

The baby was in the medic's hands. At that

point, I was told by Lieutenant Borrelli to go retrieve

the child,

Q.
A.

which I did.
Did you see anybody else exit the home?

Not off the top of my head.

JTP REPORTING (727)422-8287
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Q. Okay. So you never saw a person that would come
to be known as Cornelius whitfield?

A Not off the top of my head.

Q. You never saw anybody being taken into custody?

A Not that I can recall.

Q. Tell me about your approach and your
observations of the child.

A. She was frantic.

Q. Describe what she was doing that made you think
she was frantic.

A. She was clenched on to the medic. Then at that
point, I took custody.

Q. Carried her?

A. I carried her to the paramedics, which is the
EMS, and she didn't let go of me.

Q. Wwhat did you physically observe of her? Did she
appear to be injured? Did she --

A. She didn't appear to be injured. She appeared
to be shooken up. 1It's a little child.

Q. How old did she seem to be?

A. I can't recall.

Q. In terms of like -- you said she didn't appear
to be injured. Did she have anything on her that seemed
like it might be of evidentiary value? Like, anything

T1ke obvious gunpowder, blood? Anything like that?

JTP REPORTING (727)422-8287




A W N R

O 0 N o wuv

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

15

A. Not that I recall.

Q. It sounds Tike she wasn't crying, wasn't
screaming. Was just anxious, nervous. Is that fair?

A. That's a good indication.

Q. And you said you carried her to -- was it an
ambulance?

A. Correct.

Q. At the ambulance, did you make contact with any
other medical personnel?

A. Wwell, we -- ambulance and myself transported her
to All Children's Hospital to get further treatment.

Q. So you rode in the ambulance with her?

A. Correct.

Q. Did she ever say anything while she was near
you?

A. No.

Q. And did she require any kind of medical care
during her transport?

A. Just typical things that EMS would check for.

Q. So they were just checking for things. Did you
see them, like, do anything? was she ever intubated, get
an IV? Anything like that that you saw?

A. No. No, nothing that I recall.

Q. She was taken to All Children's?

A. Correct.

JTP REPORTING (727)422-8287
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Q. And at All Children's, what did you do?

A. I stood by until Detective Intravichit got on

Q. About how long was that?

A. I can't give you an estimation.

Q. When you were kind of standing by waiting for
Detective Intravichit, was there continuous care for the
child?

A. Yeah. It was given to the nurse and doctor
staff.

Q. Did you stay in the same room as her?

A. I stayed with her until Detective Intravichit
got on scene and told me to release the baby to the family
members that end up showing up.

Q. During your entire time with her, did she ever
say anything?

A. No.

Q. And did you collect anything from her, 1like any
clothing, anything that she might have been holding?
Anything 1like that?

A. No.

Q. And while she was at the hospital, do you know
if there was any kind of medical care or medical treatment
that was done for her, like IVvs, anything like that?

A. I don't recall.

JTP REPORTING (727)422-8287
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Q. Did you make contact with any of the family

members that arrived to take the child?

A. Detective Intravichit was the one that spoke to

them.
Q. Were you a part of that conversation?
A. No.
Q. Were you able to overhear any of it?
A. No.

Q. Do you remember how many family members arrived

to take custody of the child?

A. No.

Q. Do you remember anything about those people?

A. No.

Q. And in terms of, 1like, being given custody of
her to family members, were they taking her out of the
hospital, or were they staying in the hospital?

A. Staying in the hospital for the medical
treatment aspect.

Q. It sounds Tike there was no need for personnel
from your department to stay. Is that what it was?

A. That's -- yes. I was in patrol. Detectives,
they stayed after. I don't know what they did. For the
patrol aspect, we were completed.

Q. Do you happen to know if Detective Intravichit

stayed?

JTP REPORTING (727)422-8287
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Q.
personnel

A.

No, I do not.

Did you do anything else at the hospital?

No.

So no contact with anybody else, Tike medical
about Ms. Marie or anything?

No.

what did you do next?

I left the scene. I was released.

Okay. Did you -- did you ever go back to the

Not that I recall.

I have a follow-up narrative. 1It's very short.

I'm happy to share it with you. 1It's pages 137 of 378.

It's a touch screen. I have your name at the top, and if

you want to scroll down. 1It's a very short narrative.

> o F

Q.

(ASA Koskinas enters.)
Is that the next day?
I think it might have been.
Yeah, that's the next day.

oOh, okay. I wasn't sure because I had your

report date of 2/17 for both.

A.

Q.

No. The report for the first one is 2/16/21.

Is it? Oh, sorry. I'm not scrolling very well.

Okay. So the first report you wrote on the very same day?

A.

Yes.

JTP REPORTING (727)422-8287
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Q. You didn't do anything else after Teaving the

hospital?

A. No.

Q. The following day, you became reinvolved?

A. I went back to secure the house.

Q. Wwhy did you do that?

A. Because from what SWAT did.

Q. Wwhat -- were you asked to do that by somebody?

A. I was told to go back there.

Q. who told you to go back?

A. One of my supervisors.

Q. And did they explain why they wanted you to go
back?

A. They just told me to go back and wait until it
got secured and then take photos that the windows and all
were boarded up.

Q. Were there other patrol members who went back to
the home?

A. I don't recall.

Q. Wwhen you went back to the home, did it Took
different on the 17th than it had on the 16th?

A. In reference to what?

Q The home. Did the home Took different?
A. Yes.
Q

Tell me what the difference was.

JTP REPORTING (727)422-8287
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A. It was smashed up.

Q. Did you observe it having been smashed out? Did
you observe the destruction occur?

A.  From what SWAT did?

Q. Is that what happened?

A. Wwell, SWAT is the one that did what they did,
but Tike I said, I didn't see them do what they were
doing. I was behind the car.

Q. Okay. So when you went back, it was appreciably
different than when you had first seen the house?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. Wwere you asked to do anything with regard
to the home?

A. Just take photos of the house that got boarded
up for secure purposes.

Q. How many photos did you take?

A. I don't recall. Several.

Q. Is that normal for a patrol officer to take
photos? That seems Tike a forensic technician job.

A. We just took photos saying it was secured.

Q. So were you involved in the securing of the
home?

A. No.

Q. And I understand that it was like plywood being

put over open areas of the home. 1Is that what was meant

JTP REPORTING (727)422-8287
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by securing?

A. Yes.

Q. So was it just to document 1like the work that
had been done to, I guess, close up holes?

A. Correct.

Q. And you said you don't recall the number of
photos that were taken. 1Is that right?

A. That's correct.

Q. Do you know if forensic technicians also took
photographs?

A. Not that I recall.

Q. Did you take pictures and then, 1like, everybody
who was involved in the investigation left?

A. once it got secured, we were dismissed from
holding that house.

Q. Okay. So when you left, was it also your
understanding that like there were no more technicians
there and no more detectives there? Nobody else going
through the rubble?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. And about what time was it that you Teft
the home?

A. I can't recall.

Q. Did it seem like it was later in the day? Do

you remember anything?

JTP REPORTING (727)422-8287
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It was afternoon/evening time.

Do you remember if it was light or dark out?

> o P

I couldn't tell you.

Q. During the time that you were there at the house
the following day, do you recall having any kind of
contact with any civilians?

A. Not that I recall.

Q. No neighbors coming up to you? No family
members?

A. Not that I can recall.

Q. Do you remember hearing any of your colleagues
having any kind of contact with civilians that day?

A. Not that I recall.

Q. About how many patrol officers were there doing
similar work to you, if you know?

A. From the one or the second day?

Q. The second day.

A. I can't recall.

Q. So you don't know if there were none or if there
were several?

A. I can't recall.

Q. Okay. And what did you do with the photographs
that you took?

A. I uploaded them to AXON.com.

Q. Did you ever review them again?

JTP REPORTING (727)422-8287
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A. No.

Q. Did you participate in any kind of debriefs with
any detectives or with any other officers?

A. No.

Q. Did you do anything else on this case?

A. No.

Q. The name Cornelius whitfield, is that familiar
to you for any reason?

A. No.

Q. So no contact with him prior to this particular

case?
A. Not that I can recall.
Q. How about Rodney Green?
A. Not that I recall.
Q. Deronrick Green?
A. Not that I recall.

Q. Do you know if you had ever been to that
location before, 2968 Emerson Avenue?

A. I can't recall that.

Q. So when you arrived, it wasn't necessarily
familiar to you from any previous call-outs?

A. Not -- nothing is ringing off the top of my
head.

Q. Were there any kind of debriefs or meetings that

were had within the department regarding this case?

JTP REPORTING (727)422-8287
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A. I don't recall.

MS. SEIFER-SMITH: I don't think I have any
further questions.

MS. RUSSELL: No questions.

MS. SEIFER-SMITH: State.

MS. TAKTIKOS-DANZIG: No.
Q (By Ms. Seifer-smith) Have you understood all the
questions I've asked you today?

A. Yes.

Q. Have you had an opportunity to answer everything
fully and completely?

A. Yes.

Q. Anything that you wish to add or change with
regard to the testimony you've given?

A. No.

Q. If something occurs to you, you have a
conversation with a colleague, you see some photographs
and you feel as though you might have left something out
from our conversation, would you be so kind as to get in
touch with me or the State to let us know?

A. Yes.

MS. SEIFER-SMITH: At this point, I'1l1 conclude
the deposition and reserve your right to read. Thanks
very much.

(Deposition concludes at 9:27 a.m.)
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COUNTY OF PINELLAS )
STATE OF FLORIDA )

CERTIFICATE OF OATH

I, the undersigned authority, certify that Matthew
Laliberte personally appeared before me and was duly
sworn.

witness my hand and official seal this 30TH day of

OCTOBER, 2025.

Tamara M. Packecs

Tamara M. Pacheco, RPR
COMMISSION # 474485
EXPIRES: March 30, 2028
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CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER
STATE OF FLORIDA )

COUNTY OF PINELLAS )

I, Tamara M. Pacheco, certify that I was authorized
to and did stenographically report the Deposition of
MATTHEW LALIBERTE; that a review of the transcript was
requested; and that the transcript is a true and complete
record of my stenographic notes.

I further certify that I am not a relative, employee,
attorney or counsel of any of the parties, nor am I a
relative or employee of any of the parties' attorney or
counsel connected with the action, nor am I financially

interested in the action.

Tamara V. Packecs

Tamara M. Pacheco, RPR
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ERRATA SHEET

IN THE CASE OF: STATE OF FL v. CORNELIUS WHITFIELD
NAME OF DEPONENT: MATTHEW LALIBERTE
CASE NUMBER: 21-01513CFANO

Please read the transcript of your deposition. If
you feel you need to make corrections, please note on this
page. DO NOT mark on the transcript itself.

Sign and date the transcript below.
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