Filing # 238549191 E-Filed 12/30/2025 12:11:59 PM 1

1 IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SIXTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

N IN AND FOR PINELLAS COUNTY, FLORIDA

3 Case Number: 21-01099CFANO

4

5 STATE OF FLORIDA,

6 Plaintiff,

7 VS.

8 CORNELIUS TREVON WHITFIELD,

9 Defendant.

10 /

11

12 DEPOSITION OF: DERONRICK GREEN

13 | TAKEN BY: Counsel for the Defendant

14 | DATE: December 18, 2025

15 | TIME: 1:31 p.m. - 2:50 p.m.

16 | PLACE: Pinellas County Jail
14255 49th Street 6th Floor

17 Clearwater, FL

18 | REPORTED BY: Tamara M. Pacheco, RPR
Notary Public, State of FL

19

20

21

22 Pages 1 - 80

23

24

25

JTP REPORTING (727)422-8287

***ELECTRONICALLY FILED 12/30/2025 12:11:58 PM: KEN BURKE, CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT, PINELLAS COUNTY ***



A W N R

O 0 N o wuv

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

APPEARANCES
ANTHONY BRADLOW, ESQUIRE
Assistant State Attorney
14250 49th Street North
Clearwater, Florida 34620

Attorney for the State of Florida

JULIA SEIFER-SMITH, ESQUIRE
MARGARET RUSSELL, ESQUIRE
LAMARK MCGREEN, ESQUIRE
Assistant Public Defenders
14250 49th Street North
Clearwater, Florida 34620

Attorneys for the Defendant

ALSO PRESENT:
Gregory Showers, Esquire

Attorney for Deronrick Green

JTP REPORTING (727)422-8287




A W N R

O 0 N o wuv

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

INDEX
PAGE
Examination by Ms. Seifer-Smith.................... 4
Certificate of Oath........ ... 78
Certificate of Reporter........cviiiiiiiiiiinnnnnn 79
Errata/Signature Page. .. ....cvvveerrnnnernnnnennnns 80
EXHIBITS

(No exhibits were marked for identification.)

JTP REPORTING (727)422-8287




A W ON R

O 0 N O wuv

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

WHEREUPON,
DERONRICK GREEN
(the deponent herein, being first duly sworn, was examined
and testified as follows:)
EXAMINATION
BY MS. SEIFER-SMITH

Q. Can you please state your name for the record.

A. Deronrick Green.

Q. Wwe're here in the matter of Cornelius whitfield
with two court cases, 21-01099CF and 21-01513CF. My name
is Julia Seifer-Smith. Together with Margaret Russell and
Lamark McGreen, we're assistant public defenders, and we
represent Mr. whitfield in this matter.

Also present is your attorney, Gregory Showers.
I understand you had an opportunity to speak with him
before you came in today. 1Is that correct?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. And also present is Assistant State Attorney
Tony Bradlow.

we had a brief conversation off the record. The
ground rule really is that I'm going to ask you questions.
This is going to be a conversation, and your job is to
answer them truthfully. So because we're talking about
things that happened quite a while ago, if you don't

remember something and that's an honest answer, then

JTP REPORTING (727)422-8287
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that's what you tell me, I don't remember. Likewise, if
you don't know the answer to a question, you can say I
don't know. 1Is that fair?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Okay. And you've been doing a great job so far,
but all of your answers do just need to be out Toud so
they can make it on the record.

A. Okay. Yeah.

Q. So, Mr. Green, I'm going to ask you a question,
which I think is probably an obvious one since you're
appearing in the jail, but are you currently facing any
charges?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Okay. Can you tell me what those charges are,
just Tike what you're accused of?

A. Federal charges.

Q. Okay. And what are those federal charges?

A. Distribution and conspiracy.

Q. Is that with respect to, like, controlled
substances?

A. Wwhatchu mean by that?

Q. Drugs?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Okay. Do you know what drugs you're accused of

having distributed?

JTP REPORTING (727)422-8287
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A.

Q.
with that

A.
charge, I

Q.

Fentanyl and I think meth.

Okay. Are there any other charges associated
case?

I think so. I think they supercede with a gun
think.

oOkay. And you said that was federal. 1Is that

here in the Middle District of Florida?

A.

Q.

Yeah, the Eleventh District.

Okay. And do you know what you're facing on

those charges?

A.

Q.

I think they said from ten to Tife.

Has anybody made you any kind of promises with

regards to that case?

A.
Q.
A.

Q.

No, ma'am.
Are you going to trial on that case?
No. I'm not going to go to trial.

So you're looking to take a plea, or you are

taking a plea?

A.
Q.
A.
Q.
resolved?

A.

Q.

I'm looking to take a plea.
So you're hoping to take a plea?
Yes, ma'am.

Do you know when that case is going to be

No, ma'am.

Do you know when your future court date is?

JTP REPORTING (727)422-8287
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A.

Q.

No, ma'am.

Just at some point I'm guessing in the next

year, like in 20267

A.
Q
A.
Q
A
Q.
felonies?
A.
Q.
A.
Q.
were that
A.
Q.
to trial?
A.
Q.

A.

the other

Q.

Yes, ma'am.

And have you ever been arrested before that?
Yes, ma'am.

Do you know how many times you've been arrested?
Probably about three.

wWere any of those three times arrests for

Yes.

How many of those three times?

Probably two.

Okay. Do you know what kind of charges those
you were arrested for?

Drug-related.

And what happened with those cases? Did you go
Take a plea?

Took a plea.

Do you remember what those pleas were for?

One time I had to go to prison back in 2006, and
time I had, like, drug court.

Okay. I know there was a case that was resolved

in '21, 2021 after Mr. Barnes was shot.

A.

Yes.

JTP REPORTING (727)422-8287
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Q. Do you remember that case? I think it was
actually two cases that you resolved.
A. Yeah, that case.
Q. Is that the case you're talking about that you
resolved with Tike drug court?
A. Wwas that drug court? No, that was probation.
Q. Okay. Do you know, were you sentenced under the
guidelines in that case?
A. I think so.
Were you promised anything?
No, ma'am.

Q
A
Q. So you didn't have to like give a proffer or --
A No, ma'am. Nothing at all.

Q

And do you remember what your probation sentence

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Okay. what was it?

A. I caught six months county and three years
probation.

Q. Did you have to do the full three years?

A. No, ma'am.

Q. Okay. Wwhy not?

A. Because I got early termination. I did
everything I was supposed to do.

Q. So you asked for early termination, and you were

JTP REPORTING (727)422-8287
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granted early termination?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Do you know about how Tong you ended up doing on
probation?

A. I think I did Tike probably a little over a
year.

Q. Okay. And do you know if any of the prosecutors
who were involved in this case, in Mr. whitfield's cases
were involved in your probationary cases?

A. I do not know. I'm not sure.

Q. You don't remember seeing them in court for you?

A. Oh, no. They wasn't in court. No, they wasn't
in court for me.

Q. Okay. And were you promised anything by the
prosecutors in this case with regards to that probation
case?

A. No, ma'am.

Q. And the probation case and the case from 2006
where you said you went to prison, was that in Pinellas?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Okay. And the federal charges that are
currently pending, is that with respect to things that
have occurred in Pinellas County?

A. Yes.

Q. Any other charges for anything outside of

JTP REPORTING (727)422-8287
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Pinellas County?
A. No, ma'am.
Q. Okay. Have you lived your entire life in
Pinellas County?
A. Yes, ma'am.
Q. And whereabouts?
A. Kind of Tike all over, 1like, the south side of
St. Pete and the north side.
Q. Of st. Pete still?
Yes, ma'am. Like Pinellas Park.
How many brothers do you have?
Four.
And where do you fall in the four?

The third oldest.

I R

who is older than you are?

A. My brother wilber williams and my brother Darron
williams.

Q. So you're the second youngest too?

A. No. I got two other brothers.

Q. Oh, goodness. Rodney Green is your brother. 1Is
that right?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q Is he the youngest?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q

And do you and Rodney share the same mom and the

JTP REPORTING (727)422-8287




A W N R

O 0 N O wuv

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

11

same dad?

A.
five years
Q.
as adults?

A.

> o » 0L

Q.
were both

A.
years old.

Q.

A.

Q.
nickname?

A.

Q.

Yes, ma'am.

Okay. Wwould you say that you and Rodney are

Yes, ma'am.
How much younger is Rodney than you?
Probably 1like 1'd say four, four years. Four to

So you've grown up close, and you remain close

You -- yes, ma'am. Yes, ma'am.

I don't want to put words in your mouth.
Yes, ma'am.

Okay. And who is Darren Barnes?

Like a childhood friend, best friend.

So it sounds Tike you've known him since you
kids?

Yes. I knew him since probably like twelve

How did you meet him?
Playing basketball at Childs Park.

was Darren ever called anything? Did he have a

D.

How about you? Did you have a nickname, or do

JTP REPORTING (727)422-8287
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you have one?

A. D.

Q. That must have been confusing. How about
Rodney? Does Rodney have a nickname?

A. Just Rod.

Q. How do you know Cornelius whitfield?

A. He was a best friend, childhood. Met him in
elementary school.

Q. So i1t sounds like you've known Cornelius longer
than you've even known Darren?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. And does Cornelius have any nicknames that you
know of?

A. Cornbread.

Q. And you said you met him in elementary school?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Did you -- were you like immediately friends in
elementary school?

A. Not like immediately. But probably some time
went by, and we start becoming friends.

Q. And as friends, what kind of things would you do
together as kids?

A. Play sports.

Q. What sports?

A. Like football, basketball. stuff 1ike that

JTP REPORTING (727)422-8287
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there as kids.

Q. Okay. Did you continue your friendship 1like as
you started to get a little bit older, 1like as teenagers?

A. He was -- he got locked up a lot, so he was gone
away. I'd say we reconnected back probably 1like --
probably Tate middle school, beginning high school.

Q. So in between like elementary school and late
middle school, he was getting arrested as a juvenile?

A. Yeah. Yes, ma'am.

Q. And when you say getting locked up, was he just
going to the JAC, or was he going to programs too?

A.  Programs.

Q. Okay. So you knew that he was going to

programs?
A. Yes.
Q. Did you ever visit him?
A. No, ma'am.
Q. How did you know that he was going to programs?
A. Because he would be gone for months at a time.

Q. what did you know about his home Tife, if
anything?

A. Not too much. oOnly thing I knew, he stayed with
his grandmother.

Q. Do you remember his grandmother's name?

A. No. We just called her granny.

JTP REPORTING (727)422-8287
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Q. And do you remember where that was, that home?

A. Ooff Tike -- what street that was? Probably Tike
39th Street and like 16th Avenue.

Q. Is it south?

A. Yes, south.

Q. Do you know any of his siblings or other family

members?
A. I knew his brother.
Q. Which one?
A. Rashad.
Q. Were you friendly with Rashad?
A. We was cool. Wwe was okay.
Q. Rashad is older?
A. Yes.
Q. So did you spend time with Rashad?
A. No.
Q. So just like saw Rashad when you saw Cornelius?
A.  Yeah.

Q. Did you notice any kind of changes in Cornelius
between, you know, when you saw him and when you were
close with him in elementary school versus when you
reconnected with him when you guys were a little bit older
in middle school or high school?

A. No.

Q. You said you reconnected around late middle

JTP REPORTING (727)422-8287




A W N R

O 0 N O wuv

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

15

school or early high school.

A.  Yeah.

Q. Tell me about that.

A. Wwell, we connected. You know, he was doing a
couple of things that I wasn't doing.

Q. Like what?

A. Started getting in trouble, doing bad stuff. I
was into sports at the time. But, you know, he's still a
friend and all that. Then, you know, as Tife went on, I
started doing things, you know, getting into trouble. So
we connected, started getting into trouble together a
little here and there.

Q. Can you tell me what kind of things you were
doing that got you into trouble?

A. Selling drugs.

Q Is that something that he was doing before you?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q Do you know what kind of drugs he was selling?

A I think cocaine.

Q. Did he get you involved in selling, or was that
something that you did independently?

A. I always been a man, so I always -- can't nobody
make me do nothing. I did that independently.

Q. You said you also started selling drugs?

A. Yes, ma'am.

JTP REPORTING (727)422-8287
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L L » 0

that?

L e Lo o0 L0 L » Lo >

A.

you know,

Q.

wWere you also selling cocaine?

Yes, ma'am.

And did you get in any kind of trouble for that?
Yes, ma'am.

was that as a juvenile?

Yes, ma'am.

what happened with Tike getting in trouble for

I ended up going to a program.

Like a residential program?

A boot camp.

And how 1is that?

It was -- 1t was a good lesson.

was Cornelius there with you?

No.

Had he gotten into different trouble?

Yeah. He went to probably a different program.
So you were separated from him again?

Yes, ma'am.

Did you reconnect again after that?

Yes, ma'am.

Tell me about that reconnection.

we end up being in the same neighborhood, so,
connected. Started making bad decisions.

About when was this?

JTP REPORTING (727)422-8287
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©

yet?

> o 2 Lo F

school .

Q
A
Q
A.
Q.
A
Q
A

sounds

A.

Probably around 1ike 2004, '05.

Okay. So you would have been not quite twenty

NO.

Still in --

Yeah, probably 1ike 17, turning 18.

were you still in school or not so much?

No, ma'am. I had got my GED, so I was out of

congrats.

Thank you.

what were you getting into at that point?

Started making bad decisions, selling drugs.

So still selling cocaine?

Yes, ma'am.

wWere you and Cornelius selling together?

Not together. You know, he did his own thing, I
own thing. Wwe just in the same neighborhood.

were you working for anybody?

No, ma'am.

Just working for yourself?

Yes, ma'am.

Because you were in the same neighborhood, it
Tike you probably knew a Tot of the same people?

Yes, ma'am.

JTP REPORTING (727)422-8287
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Q. Did Cornelius ever get in any kind of trouble
with anybody that you knew growing up? Like ever rub
anybody the wrong way, or do something that somebody a bit
more powerful might not have liked?

A. No. Growing up, it was more 1like different from
today's society. It was more like a unity. More like
family. It wasn't no rubbing the wrong way. Nothing Tike
that. 1It's like everybody was together.

Q. Wwould you say it was less violent then?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Back then, Tlike 17, 18 years old, did you guys
have guns?

A. No, ma'am.

Q. So did you still stay close? Wwere you still
friends?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. And by this time, I think you told me that you
met Darren Barnes around the age of twelve?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. So were all three of you friends?

A. Wwell, not at the time. I think those two became
close friends when they met in prison together. They was
in prison together.

Q. Okay. Wwhat makes you say that?

A. Some of the stories we talked about.

JTP REPORTING (727)422-8287
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Q. Stories that you talked about with who?

A. Us three.

Q. So it sounds 1like both Cornelius and Darren told
you that they had met in prison, and they were sharing
experiences?

A. Yeah. Yeah. They knew each other from the
neighborhood. Like, Childs Park is the neighborhood, so
everybody know each other. Even if you don't hang, you
sort of know each other.

Q. Did you ever observe them to have any kind of
problems?

A. No, ma'am.

Q. Okay. And as you're getting older, like late
teens into your twenties, are the three of you all still
kind of hanging out occasionally, or how does that --

A. Every -- around like getting into the 20s. I
had went to prison at age 18. I got out at the age of 21,
and, you know, everybody kind of hung a Tittle bit
together. But then Cornelius had went to prison -- well,
had to go do 1ike ten years. So he kind of was gone for a
while.

Do you know when that was?
Probably 1ike 2009 or '10.
Do you know why he went to prison?

I'm not too sure.

> L » 0O
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was that federal prison or state prison?
Federal.

Did you ever talk to him about that?
About the time there?

Yeah.

S

A. Wwell, we stayed in contact. Wwhile he was there,
I -- you know, he called me while he was there. I sent
him money, looked out for him while he was there.

Q. Do you know what kind of charges it was?

A. Drug-related.

Q. Okay. Anything related to anything you were
doing?

A. No.

Q. Anything related to anything that Darren was

doing?
A. NO.
Q. was Darren selling drugs around this time?
A. Yes, ma'am.
Q. Do you know what --

A. He was, like, doing his own thing. He wasn't in
the same -- Tike same area we was in though.

Q. Do you know what area he was in?

A. No, I'm not sure.

Q. where were you selling?

A.

off 16th Avenue and 35th Street.

JTP REPORTING (727)422-8287
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So like in your neighborhood?

Yes, ma'am.

And you're not sure where Darren was selling?
No, ma'am.

Just you knew that it wasn't where you were?

> e » Lo » 0

Yes, ma'am.

Q. Okay. And do you know where Cornelius was
selling?

A. Same -- same place I was.

Q. Okay. So Cornelius goes to Federal DOC. You
said that you maintained contact with him?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. And you put money on his books?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. And was that throughout the entire ten years
that he was in?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. And did you see him when he got out?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Tell me about that.

A. He got out. You know, we reconnected, started
making some bad choices here and there. Then he went
back -- back to prison.

Q. why did he go back to prison?

A. I'm not too sure. I know he had just got back

JTP REPORTING (727)422-8287
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arrested. I don't know what the charges was related.

Q. Okay. Do you know of anything about being on
probation or supervised release?

A. Probably so. I know he was on probation leaving
federal.

Q. Did you continue to maintain contact with him
when he went back to prison?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. So, again, this is back to federal prison?

A. No. He went to state prison.

Q. oh, okay.

A. He had to go do state time.

Q. And you stayed in touch with him?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Did you continue to put money on his books?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. And you spoke with him?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. And how was that relationship? what was it
1ike?

A. It was good.

Q. Do you know if he continued to have a
relationship with Darren?

A. I'm not too sure. I know they talked a couple

of times on the phone while he was there.

JTP REPORTING (727)422-8287
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Q. Had you -- over the course of knowing Cornelius
for a long time in and out of prison, had you noticed any
changes in him up to this point?

A. Yes. When he came home this last time when he
just had went back to state, he was a little different.

Q. But that was the first time?

A. Yes.

Q. That was the first time you saw him?

A. No, the first time he seemed different to me.
This is when he had did the federal time. Then he got
out, then went back to state prison. After he got out of
state prison.

Q. So after he got out of state prison this last
time, that's when he was different?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. How was he different?

A. More -- you know, some people say
institutionalized. He was more, you know, Tike not -- not
himself, as talkative. Looked Tike he was more, you know,
depressed, more aggressive.

Q. I want to kind of talk about each of those
things independently. You said some people would call it
institutionalized. what would you call it?

A. I would call it lost. Like, just lost. Been

doing so much time, you're just lost to society. You

JTP REPORTING (727)422-8287
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know, you get lost being institutionalized, being locked
up so long. Life instead goes on. So, you know, you
might be instead thinking he started 1iving when he was
nineteen, eighteen, stuff like that there, and time went
on and stuff advanced and all. He's stuck in time.

Q. Wwould you say that he was like paranoid or
scared?

A. Not scared. 3Just more -- like I said, more
aggressive. Probably just think he got to be more
protective for doing so much time. I know you guys don't
know, but in the prison system, it's not like society.

You got to really protect yourself, watch over yourself
while you're there.

Q. So tell me about this, like, aggression or
aggressiveness. What did you see in him?

A. The Tittlest thing could tick him off. Somebody
could be just talking to him, and he'll just get offensive
about the Tittlest things.

Q. So would he react in a certain way?

A. Kind of 1ike in -- yeah, Tike trying to stand up
for hisself, 1like, when nobody ain't even Tike really
coming at him in a harmful way. More aggressive with his
talk and what he'll say. Ain't nobody gonna -- Tike how
people say ain't nobody gonna try you, this and that.

Stuff 1like that.

JTP REPORTING (727)422-8287
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Q. Wwas he getting physically aggressive or just
reactive?

A. Reactive. 1It's like physically -- a Tot of us
don't let it get to that point. Before it gets to that
point, you know, people step in. Hey, you just need to
leave, come back another time. Everybody just go their
own separate ways.

Q. Did you see Cornelius right after he came out of
prison?

A. Probably a week after.

Q. Do you remember when that was?

A. I'm not too sure. I don't remember.

Q. Do you remember the year and the month?

A. Year, I think it was probably '21. In January
probably.

Q. Okay.

A. I think so.

Q. And I know you don't recall the exact date or
the week, but it sounds 1like it was your recollection he
had just gotten out very recently?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. And so what was he 1like the first time you saw
him after his release?

A. Very quiet and like to hisself. More 1like a

person, like I say, kind of lost, institutionalized.
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Q. Where did you see him?

A. He called me. He was at an apartment complex,
and I had pulled up on him and picked him up. we
conversate in the car for a little while. I gave him a
couple of dollars and dropped him back off.

Q. Do you remember what apartment complex that was?

A. No, ma'am.

Q. And how did he seem when you talked to him?

A. Different.

Q. Okay. Different like just what you described

A. Yes.

Q. Did he seem Tike he was 1like not all there?

A. I'm not going to say not all there, like he
ain't got no common sense, but like I said, he was like
lost, institutionalized instead of not his normal self to
conversate and all that.

Q. Now, you've been in jail, and you've been in
prison before.

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. I'm sure you've had contact with people who are
very obviously mentally i11?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. People who are obviously speaking to themselves,

speaking to things or people that aren't there?
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A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Did Cornelius ever exhibit any kind of behavior
that's similar to that?

A. No, ma'am.

Q. Okay. So the behaviors that you thought were
odd or different, was he was quieter than he had been?

A. Like, his behavior is 1like stuff you see from
people who, you know, did probably 1ike five years or
better straight, got to get in contact with Tlike family
and stuff Tike that there, and probably people who been
on -- been gangbanging, stuff like that there.

Q. Okay. When you saw him that day or that night,
was it just the two of you?

A. The first day I saw him?

Q. Yeah.

A. Yeah, just the two of us.

Q. And did you tell anybody about your meeting with

Cornelius?
A. No.
Q. Do you remember what your phone number was then?
A. Yes.
Q. Wwhat was it?
A.  727-906-6729.
Q. It sounds like that's a phone number you've had

for a while?
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A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. And you said Cornelius called you. Do you
happen to remember what number he used?

A. No. The only thing I remember because it's such

a tragic thing happened was the area code, like a 352 area

code.
Q. It sounds Tike that kind of stuck out for you?
A. Yes.
Q. That wasn't a normal area code?
A. No, not where we're from.

Q. Okay. You said you gave him a couple of

dollars. Do you remember how much?

A. I'm not too sure.

Q. Did you give him any drugs?
A. No, ma'am.

Q. Did he ask for any?

A. No, ma'am.

Q. Wwere you still selling drugs around that time?
A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. what were you selling?

A. Weed and cocaine.

Q. wWhere were you selling?

A. Like Fourth Street North.

Q. Wwas it like a particular place, like a residence

or apartment?
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A. No. We were just driving around.

Q. So how would you do your business? Like, you
would get a call?
Yes, ma'am.

So you had regular customers?

> o »

Yes, ma'am.

Q. Were they using that same phone number that you
just gave me?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Did you continue to have that friendship with
Darren Barnes?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. How close were you as friends?

A. We was real close. Close enough to all each
other brothers.

Q. And Rodney, was he also close with the two of
you?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. This apartment, the Emerald Pointe Apartments,
can you tell me about that, Tike that apartment complex?

A. Whatchu mean?

Q. So 75 -- I think it's 75 Third Street North or
Third Avenue North is where the Emerald Pointe Apartments
are.

A. Yes.
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Q. My understanding is that you and Darren had kind
of a situation in an apartment there. 1Is that fair?

A. Oh, yeah, you could say.

Q. Wwhat would you say?

A. It was a hangout spot. It was his place. we go
there, play video games, smoke weed.

Q. So Darren made the arrangements to have that
apartment?

A. Yes.

Q. How often would you say that you were at that
apartment?

A. Probably every other day.
Q Did Rodney ever spend time in that apartment?
A Yes.
Q. How many bedrooms in the apartment?
A One.
Q And do you know who was on the lease there?

A. I think two. Two bedrooms, I think. Two
bedrooms. No, I'm not sure who was on the Tlease.

Q. Do you know if it was Darren?

A. No, I'm not sure.

Q. Were you doing any selling out of the apartment?

A. A little here and there I know.

Q. How about Darren? was he selling out of the

apartment?
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A. I'm not sure what he was doing.

Q. Do you know if there were drugs that were in the
apartment besides the weed you were smoking?

A. Only thing I knew was in there was weed to my
knowledge.

Q. was Darren selling drugs around that time?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Do you know what kind?

A. Only thing I knew at the time was marijuana.

Q. How about Rodney? Wwas he selling drugs around
that time?

A. Yes.

Q. Do you know what kind of drugs Rodney was
selling?

A. Marijuana.

Q. when you were selling and occasionally out of
that apartment, was it weed and cocaine?

A. Just weed.

Q So not cocaine out of that apartment?

A. No, ma'am.

Q would people actually come into the apartment 1in
order to purchase drugs?

A. Yeah. Like, you know, people would come and get
weed, a couple of friends.

Q. would you sell to like new people out of the
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apartment or only folks you knew?
A. oOnly folks that we knew.
And how would they get in touch with you?
Call.
That same cell phone or a different one?
well, when it came to me, yeah, that cell phone.

Do you know how many phones Darren had?

> e » Lo » 0

No, ma'am.

Q. Around this time, did you have any prescription
medication?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Wwhat kind of prescriptions?

A. I was getting prescribed 30mg Adderall and 1mg

Xanax.
Q. Wwas that something that you would take daily?
A. Yes, ma'am.
Q. Did you carry that around on your person?
A. Yes.

Q. Okay. And how did you carry it? Like in a pill
bottle? In a pill box?

A. Pill bottle. I had them in a pill bottle.

Q. In your pocket? 1In a bag?

A. I normally have them in my pocket, but I Teave
them, 1ike, when I'm over there. we're probably playing a

game, I probably set my medicine there.
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Q. Wwas it one bottle for the both medications, or
would you have multiple bottles?

A. Two different bottles.

Q. Did you take that medication at the same time
every day?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Wwhat time did you take it?

A. I take it in the morning, and then I take it
Tike around six.

Q. In the evening too?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. And were you -- did you try to be regular about
when you were taking the medication?

A. I try to be.

Q. Wwas that true of both the Adderall and the
Xanax, both of them morning and in the evening?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. And what do those medications or what did those
medications do for you?

A. The Xanax helped me with my depression. It
helped me sleep. And the Adderall helped me, you know,
with my ADD. It helped me stay calm and focus.

Q. Are those medications -- are you continuing to
take those medications here?

A. Not here because they don't prescribe them to
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you here. So I don't take no medications here because I
don't want to get the wrong prescription.

Q. Are you having any kind of difficulty with your
thoughts or understanding me because of that?

A. No. No, I'm fine.

Q. Okay. Good. Glad to hear 1it.

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Are you experiencing anything, like, negative as
a result of not being able to take those medications right
now?

A. Not at the time. No, ma'am.

Q. About how many times did you see Cornelius after
he was released from prison, Tike before all this
happened?

A. Before all that happened?

Q. Yeah.

A. Probably once or twice. Twice at the most. I
believe once.

Q. Because you described to me that one occasion
where it was just the two of you.

A.  Uh-huh.

Q. Is that a yes?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Okay. And then was it one more time again, or

one more time and then this particular incident?
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A. I'm not too sure.

Q. Okay. Regardless of how many times it was that
you saw him, did he ever appear to be -- I think you
described him as being different this time. Wwas he that
kind of different each time that you saw him?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. cCan you describe some more things about
his behavior, Tike your interactions with him, how he
spoke, how he behaved?

A. Like I said, it wasn't too many times that I
seen him. I remember the one time in the car when I
picked him up. Like I said, it was more he wasn't
hisself. He was more of a talker, Taugher. It was more
aggression. More aggression and -- you know, I seen him
twice, twice before all that happened. Because, you know,
like I said, we was around each other one time, and we was
playing the game. And it started from one time playing
the game, and somebody said something when he was so
defensive. He got all defensive about it. Got a little
aggravated saying look what he'll do, nobody ain't gonna
try him, stuff 1like that there. And it wasn't nothing
serious.

Q. Wwas this at the apartment?

A. Yes.

Q. And is this a different time than --
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A.

Q.

Yes, ma'am.

Did it seem like Cornelius knew that you were

selling drugs out of that apartment?

A.
Q.
A.

Q.

there?

o

sell?

tragic

Q.

L » L 2

> o Lo 2 Lo >

Yes, ma'am.
Okay. How would he have known that?
Seen him around, playing the game.

Like people were coming and buying while he was

Yes. Yes, ma'am.

Okay. And did you ever give him any drugs to

Yes, ma'am.

what did you give him?
Marijuana.

About how much?

Probably an ounce.

wWas it on that occasion?

No. Not that -- it was on the occasion the

night everything happened.

That's when you gave him the ounce of marijuana?
Yes, ma'am.

wWas it because he had asked for it?

Yes, ma'am.

Had you heard anything from anybody, 1ike, about

their interactions with him during this time, like any
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other friends? Any other rumors?

A. Yeah. Everybody that encountered him on their
own time said he was different. Like, he wasn't hisself.
He was so aggressive. Seemed 1like he was more violent,
Tike he wanted to have bad intentions towards people.

Q. Did it seem to you like he wanted to have bad
intentions towards people?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. Wwhat makes you say that?

A. Just like I said, like his aggressions. If
somebody was to say something, he took everything
offensive.

Q. Personally?

A. Yeah, personally.

Q. Had you seen any kind of weapons on him, or did
he show you any?

A. That night, yes.

Q. Not before that?

A. Not before that.

Q. Okay. Did he ever ask you for any help getting
any kind of weapons?

A. NOo, not me.

Q Did you hear about him asking somebody else?
A. No.
Q

Did you hear anything about what happened with
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his girlfriend Julia?

A. I heard about that after everything had
happened.

Q. So after everything happened with Darren as well
you mean?

A. Yeah, that's when I heard about it. I guess
that was his motive that triggered him to do everything
that he did, to try to I guess come up with the money to
get her out.

Q. Wwhat makes you think that?

A. Like I said, after I heard -- after everything
happened, you know, stories was going around, and I heard
that his girlfriend -- well, his kid's mother had did some
real violent things to a girl that he was at. And her

bond was sky high, and I guess he was trying to get her

out.

Q. Wwho did you hear that from?

A. Just people in -- people, friends in the
neighborhood.

Q. So are you saying that it was a rumor rather
than somebody telling you Bread told me that he did this
to get money?

A. I wouldn't say it was a rumor, but -- it's not a
rumor if the person was really in jail and she done those

things.
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Q. Oh, I just meant about the bond money.

A. Oh, yeah, yeah, yeah. Yes.

Q. So the intentions of getting her out, that was a
rumor?

A. Yes. That was the story that was going around.

Q. I gotcha. But you didn't hear about any of that
before Darren was killed?

A. No, ma'am.

Q. Okay. So tell me about that particular night.
So my understanding, it was the 1lst of February?
Yes.
Tell me what you remember about that day.

well, we was all hanging out.

. » e

who is you all?

A. Me, Darren, and Rodney was hanging out playing
the video game. Called a couple of people trying to get
ready for the Super Bowl that was going to be in Tampa
trying to find something to wear and stuff. Trying to get
some plans together, get a hotel, and stuff 1like that in
Tampa.

Then 1ike earlier that day, I had got a call
from Cornelius saying that he needed to talk to me, it's
important. So I said, Cool, I'll come meet you. He was
Tike, nah, he'll come to me. So I'm at the apartment. I

was like, yeah. That was earlier that day. He never
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showed up until the sun went down.

Q. Did he say that he was going to be there
earlier?

A. Yeah. He was supposed to come once we hung up
the phone.

Q. Okay. And when you say it was earlier, do you
remember about what time, or just that it was still Tight
out?

A. I know it was still 1light out. Probably 1like 2
to 3 o'clock in the afternoon.

Q. Okay. So it was your impression he was going to
come right over?

A.  Yeah.

Q. But he did not?

A. No.

Q. Okay. Wwhat happened between 1like that call and
then him showing up? what was going on at the apartment?

A. Nothing. Wwe was just playing the video games.
Probably smoking a little weed. That's it. Then we get a
knock at the door.

Q. So was it still the three of you, you, Rodney,
and Darren in the apartment?

A. Yes.

Q. The knock at the door happens. Wwhat next?

A. The knock at the door happened. It was him.
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The sun goes down. He can come in. Then me and him walk
to the back room. 1I'm asking him, Tlike, what's up?
wWhatchu got to talk to me about that's so important? He
was like, Man, I messed up. I need to make some money.
You know, I talked to him. I was like, Shit, I just had
gave you some money. What happened? He's like he messed
it up. He needed to make some money. I was like, All
right, cool. Just come back Monday.

But Darren, I don't know if he seen something in
him. Darren was like, Nah, just let him stay now. Know
what I'm saying? I don't know if he felt something in him
or what. He was like, Nah, just let him stay now. I was
Tike, Cool.

I gave him an ounce of weed to sell. Wwe was
sitting there for a minute. That's when he showed the
gun. Showed me that. He was like, yeah, he had just got
this gun. So I figured like, oh, that's what you wasted
your money on that you had got. we sat there for a
minute. Then I had got a phonecall, and I had to go to
Tampa.

Q. Do you know what time Cornelius came to the
apartment?

A. Probably around eight.

Q. Okay. And all three of you were still there?

A. Yes.
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Q. Do you know who answered the door?

A. I answered.

Q. And how did Cornelius seem when you answered the
door?

A. Like, the same. The same. Like I said, a
Tittle different, quiet.

Q. Okay. You took him into the back room to have a
conversation?

A.  Uh-huh.

Q. So was that just the two of you?

A. Yes.

Q. Do you know if anybody was able to overhear the
conversation you had?

A. They probably could. It wasn't nothing to be
secretive about.

Q. And so you were going to have Cornelius come
back on Monday --

A. Yes.

Q. -- to get more money, but Darren said, No, let's
give him some weed right now?

A. Yes.

Q. And so did Darren just like hand over the ounce

A. I had gave it to him.

Q. Okay. Did you give him any money along with it?
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No.
Okay. So just the weed?

Yes.

A
Q
A
Q. 1Is everybody sitting down? Standing up?
A Everybody was sitting down.
Q And how did everybody seem?
A Everybody was calm. It was calm. Matter of
fact, it was calm. Darren Teft before I left.

Q. So -- sorry, go ahead.

A. It was me, Rodney, and Cornelius there. Then I
had got the phonecall.

Q. And you were going to have to leave to go to
Tampa?

A. Yeah. I had to leave to go to Tampa because I
was buying a dog for somebody.

Q. Now, you said before you left though that
cornelius showed you a firearm?

A. Yes.

Q. Can you describe that to me?

A. It was so, so long ago. I can't really
remember. I don't want to sit here and lie, so --

Q. Okay. was it just the one firearm?
Yes.

Do you remember if it was in a holster or not?

> o >F

when he showed me, it wasn't in a holster.
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Q.
revolver?

A.

Q.

showed it

It was not in a holster?

Yes.

And do you recall where he pulled it out from?
Yeah, from his waistline.

You just kind of gestured right in front of you.
Yes.

Not on the side, not in the back?

Yes.

And do you remember what color?

No, I'm not sure.

Do you remember if it was a pistol or a

A pistol.
And do you remember what he was doing when he

to you? Did he pull the whole thing out, or did

he just show you the grip?

A.
Q.
A.
his hand.
Q.
A.

Q.

He pulled the whole thing out.
And how was he holding it?

He pulled 1t out, showed me 1like holding it in

Okay. So not pointing it at anybody?
NO.

wWhat was his demeanor 1like while he was doing

it? was it threatening or just like he wanted you to

know?
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A. No, it wasn't threatening. It was basically
showing 1t.

Q. Okay. 1I'm guessing, I could be wrong, but this
is probably not the first gun you had ever seen?

A. Yes.

Q. Now, you told me a few minutes ago you thought
maybe this is what Cornelius wasted his money on I think
was your words.

A. Yes.

Q. I don't know how much money you gave him because
you said you couldn't remember.

A.  Yeah.

Q. Did it seem Tike the type of weapon that could
be purchased for however much money you gave him?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. Do you still not quite remember how much
money you gave him?

A. No, I'm not sure.

Q. Did it seem the type of weapon where he would
have money left over, 1like it was pretty cheap?

A. Yeah, he should have money Teft over.

Q. So it seemed like it was maybe not in the
greatest condition? Not the fanciest gun?

A. Street value is different from, you know, store

prices.
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Q. That's fair. Did you have -- having seen that
gun, did you have any ideas where he might have gotten 1t?

A. No.

Q. Okay. Did you ask him?

A. No.

Q. Did he say anything about it besides, like, I
just got this?

A. No.

Q. Did he say anything else after he showed it to
you?

A. No. He just showed it to me saying this is what
he got. You know, I'm not thinking nothing bad. People
carry guns to protect theirselves, especially when you
done time and you been through stuff in life.

Q. During that period of time were you carrying a

gun?
A. No, ma'am.
Q. Do you know if Darren was carrying a gun?
A. No, ma'am, he wasn't.
Q. Did he have a gun in the apartment?
A. I'm not sure. I can't answer.
Q. Did you ever see Darren with any firearms?
A. No, ma'am.
Q. How about Rodney?
A. No, ma'am.
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Q. You did not ever see Rodney with firearms?

A. No, ma'am.

Q. So it sounds like you didn't know if either
Darren or Rodney had firearms in the apartment?

A. Yeah, I'm not sure.

Q. You said Darren left the apartment before you

A. Yes.

Q. Do you know where he was going?

A. No, ma'am. I think -- I don't know where he was
going, but I think he was going to go see a girl. I don't
know where he went to go see this girl at though.

Q. Okay. Do you recall Tike after Cornelius showed
you the gun, did anybody say anything else before you
left?

A. No.

Q. Wwhen you left, tell me about that.

A. I had got the phonecall. Then, you know, before
I left, I asked Rodney was he okay. But he gave me a Took
Tike he wasn't okay, but he told me yeah, just to hurry
back.

Okay. why might Rodney not be okay?
Like I said, he was different.
You're talking about Cornelius?

Yeah.

> L » 0O
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Q. Do you know, had Rodney met Cornelius before?

A. Yeah. He knew him the same way I knew him.
Like I said, that's my brother. So he met Cornelius 1in
elementary school too. He wasn't as close to Cornelius as
I was, but, you know, he knew him.

Q. Okay. Do you know if Rodney had been taking
anything that day besides marijuana?

A. Rodney, he liked to take Xanax, so he probably
took a Xanax.

Q. Okay. Wwhat was Rodney like on Xanax?

A. He was hisself. He'd just sleep. Go to sleep.
He'll be knocked out asleep.

Q. Wwould he drink when he would take Xanax and

smoke?
A. No.
Q. So you think it was just the weed and the Xanax?
A. Yes.

Q. Did you see him take the Xanax, or you're just
assuming because that's kind of how he was?

A. I'm just assuming because that's how he was
then. After actually what all happened and we talked and
everything, he told me he was asleep. He got woke up out
of his sleep.

Q. When he takes a Xanax, is it like a really sound

sleep? Like, he's just like --
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A. When he takes a Xanax, he's out of there. He
really do need -- he's not prescribed them, but he really
needs them because he has seizures bad. So when he do
take it, he be knocked out cold.

Q. Wwas he taking your Xanax?

A He did before.

Q. But not this day?

A I'm not sure because I wasn't there. I don't
know.

Q. Okay. Now, I know you said you would sometimes
take your pills out, put the pill bottles down.

A. Yeah. Uh-huh.

Q. Wwhere was it you were putting them in the
apartment?

A. In the cabinet.

Q. Which cabinet?

A. I'm not sure exactly what cabinet, but I know it
was over the sink.

Q. In the kitchen or in the bathroom?

A In the kitchen. Kitchen.

Q why in the kitchen?

A Because it's easy access. I'm right there.

Q Did you just leave it in that kitchen cabinet
since you were at the apartment so often?

A. Yes. Uh-huh.
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Q. So it wasn't something that you were taking your
pills around with you, and just every time you went into
the apartment you would take one?

A. No.

Q. So you leave for Tampa. Do you know about when
that was that you left?

A. Probably around probably nine.

And were you by yourself when you left?
Yes.

what car were you driving then?

I think a gray Lincoln.

Did you go to Tampa by yourself?
Yes.

And where in Tampa were you going?
Like, off Hillsborough.

Were you meeting somebody there?
Yes.

And this is about a dog?

Yes.

About what time do you think you got there?

> e Lo 0 L0 Lo » L >0

Probably about ten-ish.

Q. Did you hear anything from Darren or from Rodney
during this time?

A. No.

Q. Did you hear anything from Cornelius during this
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time?

A. No.

Q. And so at some point later though, you do hear
from somebody, right?

A. I was on my way back to the apartment.
Regardless, I was on my way back. well, I was going to
stop at home first to drop off the dog, but on the way

coming back, I was on the interstate. I got a call from

Rodney.
Q. Oh, so you did have the dog with you?
A. Yes.
Q. Wwhen did you get that call?
A. Probably around eleven.
Q. Okay. Tell me about that call.

A. I was on the interstate coming back, coming over
the Howard Frankland. And Rodney called me, and he said
Cornelius had shot him and shot and killed D.

Q. So Rodney, his voice is obviously known to you?

A. Yes.

Q. Did you also have his phone in your phone Tike
as a contact?

A. Wwho, Rodney?

Rodney's.

Yes.

> R

So you knew it was him calling you?
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A. Yes.

Q. How did he sound?

A. Hysterical. And when I got there, I was
surprised he was able to even say what he said with the
wound that he had.

Q. Wwhen you say "hysterical," what do you mean?
was he speaking quickly? was it high-pitched?

A. Yeah, hysterical like. You know, 1like, scared.
Talking lToud. I'm telling him to calm down. You know,
just calm down. I'm on the way. CcCall the ambulance.

Q. So Rodney tells you that he's been shot?
Uh-huh.

Is that a yes?

Yes.

And he also tells you that Darren has been shot?
Yes.

Does he tell you who has shot both of them?

Yes.

what does he say?

> o Lo Lo » o0 P

He said Cornbread. He -- I don't know how he
knew, but he said Cornbread killed D and shot him.

Did he say anything else?

No.

And you said you were trying to calm him down?

> L » 0O

Yes.
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Q. what are you saying?
A. I'm telling him to calm down, to call the
ambulance, that I'm zooming. I'm on my way there.
Q. So does the call end at some point?
A. Yeah. I hang up.
Q. You hang up?
A. Yeah. I hang up because I'm driving like a
maniac coming over the bridge to get to them.
Q. Did you have anything in your car that you
shouldn't have had?
A. No.
when you hung up, did you call anybody?
I called my wife.
why did you do that?
Because she's my wife.

Okay. Wwhat did you tell her?

> e » o » 0

That I'm headed to the apartment, that Rod

called me and said Cornbread shot him and killed D.

Q. Did you ask her to do anything?

A. No.

Q. Did you call the police?

A. No.

Q. why not?

A. Because when I got there, they was already
there.
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Q.

About how far away were you when you got that

call from Rodney?

A.

Normal time, probably 25 minutes, but I got

there in probably ten minutes.

Q.
A.
Q.

police?

> L » 0O

Q.

So you were flying?
Yes.

Had Rodney said that he was going to call the

Yes.

So you left him to call the police?
Yes.

Is that why you didn't call?

Yes.

Did you hear from anybody else Tike in between

the time that you got Rodney's call, spoke to your wife,

and then got to the apartments?

A.

Q.

No.

what is the first thing that you saw once you

arrived at the apartments?

A.

when I arrived, I seen the ambulance outside,

and I'm asking them why they're not going inside. They

was talking about they can't go until the police secure

the perimeter. So I zoomed in, jumped out the car, and

ran to the apartment. Then I seen the cops there. Then

they went to questioning me, asking me, like, how did I
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know everything. Because they was even surprised that
Rodney was able to make that phonecall too.

Q. Where did you make contact with the police?

A. At the door. At the apartment door. Because I
tried to bust through the door.
And were you allowed to go into the apartment?
No.
They kept you outside?
Yes.
Did they talk to you?
Yes.
Do you remember what the police said to you?
No.
Did they ask you anything about what you knew?
when I went down to the police station they did.
But not just then?
No.
Did you see Rodney?
Yes.

Tell me about that.

e Lo o 20 L L >0

A. One of the worse feelings I ever felt in my Tlife
to see your little brother bleeding from his face and
barely holding on to life.

Q. Did he say anything that you could hear?

A. Only thing he kept saying was D dead. Cornbread
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killed D.

Q. So you heard him say that over and over again?

A. Yes. Uh-huh.

Q. And were there any officers who were nearby to
both of you while he was saying this?

A. There was one officer.

Q. Do you remember what that officer Tooked 1ike?

A. No. It's too long ago.

Q. And somebody ultimately did help Rodney, get him
to the hospital?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. were you allowed to be with him at all
during this time?

A. While he was going to the hospital?

Q. Wwhile he was being helped.

A. While he was being helped?

Q. Yeah.

A. They was trying to hold me back, but, yeah, I
was there holding his hand.

Q. Did you hear him say anything else?

A. Only thing I told him was that I was sorry, but
he was just telling me it's not my fault. That's about
it.

Q. Did you talk to any officers while you were

still there Tike at the apartments?
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A. No. Basically, just -- if so, you know, if they
did say something to me, I don't remember. I was so
blacked out.

Q. Yeah.

A. oOnly could think about my Tittle brother and my
best friend. So I was tuned out. I wouldn't be able to
tell you if they did try to talk to me right then and
there.

Q. Of course. Did your wife come to the
apartments?

A. Yes.

Were you able to see her?

Yes.

And you were able to be with her?
Yes.

Did you talk about what had happened with her?

> e » o » 0

No.

Q. Do you know if she heard anything from Rodney,
like if she got a call from Rodney?

A. No, she didn't get no call.

Q. Do you know about how Tong you had to stay at
the apartment before you were taken to the station?

A. No, I'm not sure.

Q. Did they take you together or separately, you

and your wife?
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A. Separately.

Q. And did you speak with any detectives that

night?
A. Yes, I spoke to somebody that night.
Q. Okay. Do you remember who that was?
A. No, ma'am.
Q. Do you remember what the person looked Tike?
A. No, I can't tell you.

Q. Do you remember where you were when you spoke
with them?

A. I was in, I think, an interrogation room, like
interview room.

Q. Do you remember what you told them?

A. No, ma'am.

Q. Do you know about how Tong you were there with

them?
A. Probably 45 minutes to an hour probably.
Q. And then did they let you go after that?
A. Yes.

Q. Do you remember if you were asked to identify
anyone 1like in a photograph or photographic Tineup?

A. Yes. Uh-huh.

Q. was it a photographic Tineup, meaning multiple
photos on one page or just one photograph?

A. I'mnot -- I don't remember. I just remember
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them trying to get me to identify who Cornbread was.

Q. Okay. And do you remember if whatever photo, if
you were shown a photo because you said you were --

A.  Yeah.

Q. -- do you remember if that was in fact a
photograph of him?

A. Yes.

Q. So you told them that it was?

A. Yes.

Q. And do you know if your wife spoke with the
police as well?

A. I'm not sure.

Q. Okay. Were you and your wife allowed to go back
home at some point that morning?

A. Yes.

Q. Did you talk to her about anything at all?

A. No, I've not talked about it. You know, it was
a tragical moment. It was more of her comforting me.

Q. Yeah. Wwere you able to see Rodney in the
hospital?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. Wwhen was the first time that you saw
Rodney in the hospital?

A. I don't know if it was that next day, but

whenever he was able to have visits.
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Q.
happened?

A.

> o » 0O

Q.

was he able to talk the first time you saw him?
No.

was he able to communicate with you at all?
Yes.

How did he do that?

writing.

How is his handwriting?

It sucked, but I was able to understand.

Did you talk to him at all about what had

No. It was more of I love you.

Comforting him?

Yeah, comfort. You know?

And about how long was he in the hospital?
He's pretty strong. He wasn't there too long.

wWere you ever there when any officers or

detectives were there?

A.
Q
A.
Q
about his

A.

Q.
night?

No, ma'am.

So you never crossed paths with them?

No.

Did you ever speak with your brother Rodney
conversation that he had with police?

No. No, ma'am.

Did he ever tell you, 1like, what happened that
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A. No. It's a touchy-feely. You know, the most we
ever talked about it was that night. Probably just like,
you know, him seeing Darren -- hate to even say it -- like
his brain splattered out.

Q. Yeah, that must be very hard.

A. Yes.

Q. So besides Rodney's call to you saying what had
happened to him, Rodney never spoke to you again about
what had happened in the hospital?

A. No. We don't Tike to speak about it.

Q. Do you know if Rodney has spoken to anybody else
about what happened?

A. No, I don't know.

Q. You said initially that Rodney wasn't able to
speak, that he was communicating with not-so-great
handwriting.

A.  Uh-huh.

Q. Wwas he able to speak to you at some point while
he was still at the hospital?

A. Yes.

Q. Do you know about how Tong it took for him to
regain his speech?

A. It wasn't good speech. Probably Tike a week
probably.

Q. I know that his injuries were pretty
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significant, and he was at the hospital for certainly
lTonger than a week. Do you know 1ike when you went to
visit him, was he on medication such that he wasn't
always -- you know, Tike didn't always know you were
there?

A. I'm pretty sure he was on medication. But you
know, 1like I say, that's my baby brother. You know, we
got the same mom, father. He always knew I was there. I
would make sure he knew I was there. In a way, I felt
guilty --

Q. Of course.

A. -- for a while. So, you know, I always --
whenever I got the chance, I was up there to make sure he
know that I Toved him and stuff 1like that.

Q. And it sounds like there were 1like pretty
significant periods of time when he was kind of out of it,
not really able to communicate with you. 1Is that fair?

A. Yes.

Q. And that's because of his injuries and the
treatment he was receiving at the hospital?

A. Uh-huh. Yes.

Q Do you know, did Darren wear any jewelry?
A. Yes.

Q what kind of jewelry did he wear?

A

He had rings.
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Q. Wwhat kind of rings?

A. I know, 1ike, diamonds. It was something like
diamond-cut rings.

Q. How many rings did Darren wear?

A. To my knowledge, I know at least two.

Q. Were they all kind of the same, the big signet
rings with like --
Kind of.

was it one big diamond? Small diamonds?

> o P

No, small diamonds.
Q. So you know of at least two that he was wearing
at that time?
A. Yes. Uh-huh.
Is that a yes?
Yes, ma'am.

Okay. Did he wear any other jewelry?

A

No, not to my knowledge.

Q. The rings, do you remember if they had any
special designs on them?

A. One of them looked 1ike it could have been -- it
wasn't a basketball, but it could look 1ike it's a
basketball with some other 1little things around it.

Q. what about the other ones? Anything special?

A. Diamonds.

Q. Just diamonds?
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A. Yes.

Q. How about Rodney? Did Rodney wear any jewelry?

A. I think Rodney had probably one ring, a
necklace, and a watch.

Q. Anything special about the ring?

A. No, nothing too fancy.

Q. was i1t like a particular metal? was it gold?
Silver?

A. I believe so, gold.

Q. Diamonds as well or no?

A. I'm not sure on his.

Q. Okay.

A. I knew Darren's because one of those rings I had
sold to him.

Q. Which one?

A. The one that looked kind of 1ike a basketball.

Q. Okay. The necklace that you said that Rodney

would wear, what was that?

A.
Q
A
Q.
A
Q
A

Like a gold necklace.

Like a chain?

Yeah.

And the watch, was that --

Nothing special.

would Rodney sometimes stay at the apartment?

Yes.
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Did he keep, like, personal belongings there?
Yes.

what kind of personal belongings?

Clothes, Tv. Stuff like that there.

Did you ever stay at the apartment?

No.

Did you ever keep anything there?

No.

Besides your medication.

That's it. But I didn't keep any medication

there, but I'l1l Teave it there knowing I'm coming back,

stuff Tike that.

Q.
you?

A.

Q.
apartment

A.

time.

> Lo » 0

Q.

Oh, just so you wouldn't have to carry it with

Yes.
I see. Do you know if there were drugs in the
when you left to go to Tampa?

only thing I knew was in there was weed at the

Okay. Do you know about how much weed?

No.

And do you know where in the apartment it was?
No.

when you gave that ounce to Cornelius, where did

you get it from?
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A.

It -- the weed was 1like right there where we sit

and played the video game at.

Q.

table.

I've seen some photos. There was like a coffee

Is that kind of in the center of the room right in

front of the couch?

> o > o P

Uh-huh.

Is that where the weed was?

I don't want to lie. It could have been.
It sounds like you --

I'm not too sure about the coffee table. 1It's

been so long ago.

Q.
A.

Q.

You don't remember?
Yes.

Do you know where Darren would keep his drugs,

T1ke whatever he was selling?

A.
Q.
A.

Q.

NO.
Do you know where Rodney would keep his?
NO.

Did you -- had you seen anything in the

apartment that would be used for 1like packaging any drugs,

l1ke a scale, bags, anything like that?

A.

Q
A.
Q

wWe had a scale.
Where was that?
Now, that probably was on the coffee table.

what was kept in the kitchen?
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A. Probably sandwich bags. Stuff like that.

Q. Anything else? Like, did anybody cook in the
kitchen?

A. We had food and stuff like that. You might see
burger grease, stuff like that there. Food got cooked a
lot in there.

Q. Do you remember what video games you all were

playing that day?

A. Madden.

Q. Which version?

A. Whatchu mean by which version?

Q. Is it just Madden? There's just one?
A. Madden whatever the year probably was.

Q. Okay. And when Cornelius was over, was he
playing as well?

A. Not that -- well, I didn't see him play that
particular day, but he played before.

Q. So I just want to be clear. The only thing
you've heard about what happened in the apartment after
you left was just from the first phonecall that Rodney
made to you?

A. Yes.

Q. And that's it? You've never spoke to him again
about it?

A. No. We didn't speak about it.
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Q. Did the police ever give you any kind of
information that they had learned from Rodney?
A. No.
MR. SHOWERS: If I may?
MS. SEIFER-SMITH: Yeah.
(Discussion with counsel off the record.)
BY MS. SEIFER-SMITH:
Q. Were you ever asked to identify any jewelry by
the police?
A. No.
Q. Were you ever asked to look at any firearms by

the police?

A. No.

Q. Like any photographs of firearms?
A.  Huh-uh. (Shakes head).

Q. No?

A. No.

Q. Have you heard anything from Cornelius since
that day?

A. He tried to contact me.

Q. Okay. Tell me about that.

A. I had got a jailhouse call of him trying to
contact me, and I asked him is he serious. He was like,
Yeah. I just hung up. His girlfriend tried to contact me

from in here, and I hung up on her too.
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Q. Wwhen was that?

A. Probably in '21 sometime.

Q. Okay. You said that after Darren was found
killed that you then later heard that Cornelius had done
something in order to get money to bond Julia out.

A. Not he done something. I heard his kid's mother
had done something, had beat another girl with a hammer --

Q. Right.

A. -- and Tike messed her up real bad and was 1in
the Pinellas County Jail. I know that she's not from
here. I think she's from Orlando or something.

Q. But I think you told me that you heard that
Cornelius wanted to get money to bond her out.

A. Yes. Yes.

Q. Did that make you assume that he had done --
that he had shot Darren and shot Rodney to get money?

A. Did that make me assume? well, I assumed he did
it for money regardless because he's not just going to
just shoot nobody -- he's not just going to kill people
that you know just to kill them, you know, for no reason.
So I assumed that he was -- he robbed them while he was
there.

Q. Do you know if there was anything missing from
the apartment?

A. I'm not sure because I wasn't allowed to go in.
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Q. So you never went in?

A. No.

Q. Do you know if Rodney ever went back to the
apartment?

A. No, he didn't never go back.

Q. Did you hear about anybody else going to the
apartment?

A. Not as I know of, no.
So you don't know if anything was missing?

No.

L > R

Did you hear anything about, 1like, Cornelius
being hired by somebody to do this?

No.

Do you know of a person named Jock?

Yeah.

who is that?

> o > o P

He's a childhood friend too that we grew up
with.

Q. Okay. 1Is he somebody that either you or Darren
or Rodney or Cornelius had any kind of beef with?

A. No.

Q. So he was a friend to all three of you or all
four of you?

A. Yeah, you could say. Yes.

Q. Wwould you say?
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A. Yes. I would -- I would say he was. But, you
know, a lTot changed when this situation happened.

Q. So what changed?

A. You know, everybody ain't going to agree with
what happened. Like, they don't -- don't nobody think
what Cornelius did was right, but, you know 1ike, you got
street code. You know, I understand it, but I also have
morals and principles that I stand on too.

If it was a different situation, a person that
wasn't close or, you know, an enemy done it, I wouldn't
probably be sitting here talking to you guys about this.
But as a person that is so close and I know that if I --
if he was out, it would kill me to do something to him. I
don't think I would be able to do something to him because
the Tove I have for him. So it's different, but everybody
ain't going to agree with you talking to the cops about
what happened. So that's where stuff kind of went left
with Jock.

Q. So Jock was upset with you for speaking to the
police?

A. Yes.

Q. Especially because he was close with Cornelius,
just like you were?

A. It's not that he was close to Cornelius. Like I

said, it's like people live by a street code, and I
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understand it. You know what I'm saying? 1It's the way I
Tive by it too, but this is a different situation. Like I
said, it ain't like he was an enemy or a stranger. If it
hurt me that bad, I would be able to go harm that person,
which 1like I said, Cornelius is like -- was like a brother
to me too. So it's a different situation.

Q. Do you have any thoughts on what you want to see
happen to Cornelius?

A. Like I said, things is changed. I don't look at
him the same. He'll never be a friend, a brother. You
know what I'm saying? 1If you love somebody, it's kind of
hard to just stop loving that person. You know what I'm
saying? I'll probably always love him, but what happens
to him is God's will. 3Justice -- you know, Darren's
family is suffering. I'm suffering. His kids is
suffering. So it is what it is.

That's the biggest reason I'm here talking to
you guys. Because if it was a stranger instead, it
wouldn't be right, but it would be different. So it's
God's will. Wwhat happens to him happens to him. Whatever
he gets I feel he deserves.

Q. Do you know anything about what happened with
his family on February 167

A. Yes. I heard all about that too.

Q. Did you go to the house?
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A. Yes, I was over there. They didn't Tet nobody
directly to the house, but I was over in the area.

Q. Had you heard that something was going on, and
then you went over?

A. Yes.

Q. Wwhat did you hear?

A. I heard the cops found him, and they had the
house surrounded.

Q. Did you know where he was before then?

A. No. I had a clue he might be over there, but by
then, I thought he probably got out of town. I wouldn't
think he would still be at his grandmother's house.

Q. Did you go looking for him at all?

A. No. Not to say I didn't think about it. But
like I said, it's like going to look for him to get
revenge, it's like going to go look for my brother to get
revenge. It's a hard pill to swallow. You got to leave
stuff up in God's hands.

Q. So you went over to the house on the 16th. what
did you see?

A. The cops had the house surrounded.

Q. Did you see anything happen?

A. No. I didn't see nothing happen. Like I said,
the cop kept you far away, so you wouldn't be able to go

near the house. I just heard everything that happened,
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that he shot his mom, killed his grandmother, and killed
his uncle.

Q. Wwho did you hear that from?

A. The news. The news and a couple of people that
was already up on the scene.

Q. Did you ever talk to anybody in his family?

A. After everything happened, probably last year I
talked to his brother.

Q. Rashad?

A Yeah.

Q. Tell me about that.

A I was at a hotel one day with my kids at a pool
and, you know, he came to talk, but I was not trying to
talk to him. But, you know, he was 1like he's not on all
that. He lost his grandmother and all that. You know, he
talked -- he talked about it. He said he didn't have no
problem with me or nothing 1like that. I told him, 1like, I
ain't got no problem with him either.

I didn't want to talk to him at first because
that's his brother. You never know how anybody feel about
their brother because I know how I feel about mine. But
it's like he had an understanding. Like, he knew what his
brother did was wrong.

At first -- he was on social media at first kind

of downing the situation, what happened to Darren. But
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it's crazy how the tables turn and stuff happened. It
wasn't God's will that it happened to his grandmother, but
you know, the same thing that make you laugh make you cry.
You know, the stuff happened to his grandmother, I just
told him, 1ike, you know, he shouldn't have been on social
media making fun of what happened to Darren, but I'm sorry
to hear what happened to his grandmother and his people.

Q. How did you leave it with Rashad?

A. Whatchu mean by leave it with Rashad?

Q. You said you were both kind of respectful to
each other it sounds?

A. Yeah. Yeah. Wwe left with respect and an
understanding.

Q. Did he contact you again after that?

A. No. But when I did see him, I'11l speak to him
from then on. 3Just hey and keep it moving.

Q. But you never spoke about what happened in 2021

again?
A. No.
Q. Did Rashad ask you to do anything or ask you --
A. No.
Q. Did he ask you about what happened with Darren?

A. No. I don't think he -- you know, 1like I said,
we had got to a common ground. 1It's stuff you really

don't want to talk about.
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Q. Yeah. Besides that one jailhouse call that you
said was from Cornelius, did you hear from him ever again?

A. No.

Q. Okay. So no passed messages through anybody
else?

A. No. One tried to, but I just hung up. There's
no need.

Q. How about when you were incarcerated here at the

jail previously, did you hear from him at all?

A. No.

Q. Did you try to reach out to him at all?

A. No.

Q. And do you know if Rodney has heard from him?
A. I have no clue, but I doubt he did.

MS. SEIFER-SMITH: Okay. I don't know that I
have anymore questions. Any of my colleagues?
MR. MCGREEN: None from me.
MS. RUSSELL: None from me.
MR. BRADLOW: None from the State.
BY MS. SEIFER-SMITH
Q. Mr. Green, have you understood all the questions
that I've asked you today?
A. Yes, ma'am.
Q. Have you had an opportunity to answer everything

fully and completely?

JTP REPORTING (727)422-8287




A W N R

O 0 N O wuv

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

77

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Anything that you wish to add or change
regarding the testimony that you've given?

A. No, ma'am.

Q. Okay. 1If anything does occur to you, you feel
Tike you Teft it out from our conversation, would you be
so kind to lTet your Tawyer know. He'll Tet us know, and
we'll see if we need to kind of reopen this conversation.
Is that a fair thing?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Okay. At this point, I'm going to conclude the
deposition. I'll reserve your right to read. Wwhat that
means is that a copy of the transcript is going to be made
available to Tony. He's going to give it to your lawyer,
and your Tawyer will make sure that you have an
opportunity to read it before you give any testimony on
the stand. Okay?

A. Yes, ma'am.

MS. SEIFER-SMITH: Thank you very much. That's
it.

(Deposition concludes at 2:50 p.m.)
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COUNTY OF PINELLAS )
STATE OF FLORIDA )

CERTIFICATE OF OATH

I, the undersigned authority, certify that DERONRICK
GREEN personally appeared before me and was duly sworn.
witness my hand and official seal this 27TH day of

DECEMBER, 2025.

Tamara Y. Packecs

Tamara M. Pacheco, RPR
COMMISSION # 474485
EXPIRES: March 30, 2028
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CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER
STATE OF FLORIDA )

COUNTY OF PINELLAS )

I, Tamara M. Pacheco, certify that I was authorized
to and did stenographically report the Deposition of
DERONRICK; that a review of the transcript was requested;
and that the transcript is a true and complete record of
my stenographic notes.

I further certify that I am not a relative, employee,
attorney or counsel of any of the parties, nor am I a
relative or employee of any of the parties' attorney or
counsel connected with the action, nor am I financially

interested in the action.

Tamara VL. Packecs

Tamara M. Pacheco, RPR
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