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WHEREUPON,
LISA VANDERBILT
(the deponent herein, being first duly sworn, was examined
and testified as follows:)
EXAMINATION
BY MS. SEIFER-SMITH:

Q. Can you please state your name for the record.

A. Lisa vanderbilt.

Q. My name is Julia Seifer-Smith. Together with
Lamark McGreen and Margaret Russell, we're assistant
public defenders. we represent Mr. whitfield in this
matter.

You've been subpoenaed here in two court case
numbers, 21-01099CF, as well as 21-01513CF. I have two
police case numbers, 4037 and 6023, both from 2021. 1Is
that what you have in front of you?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. sorry, also present is Tom Koskinas and
Theodora Danzig from the State Attorney's office.

Did you review both of the reports that you
wrote in connection with those two cases?

A. I did.

Q. Having reviewed those reports, did that jog your
memory at all as to your involvement in the cases?

A. It did some, yeah.

JTP REPORTING (727)422-8287
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Q. Okay. Great. 1I'm not super familiar with the
work that you do, so would you mind just kind of
introducing yourself. Tell me about your professional
development, the role that you had back in February or the
spring I guess of 2021, what you do now, all the things.

A. Sure. I presently work in the Digital Forensics
Unit. I've been there about ten years. I've been with
St. Pete approximately twenty years. 1In Digital
Forensics, we are reactive to any cases going on within
the police department that involve digital media, such as
cellphones, cars, tablets, computers, and we attempt to
get data off of those in a forensically sound manner and
analyze that for anything of evidentiary value for their
cases.

Q. Did you receive any kind of formal training with
respect to that type of work?

A. I have over a thousand hours of various
trainings over the last ten years that involve digital
forensics of all sorts of media. In 2021, I would have
been certified in Cellebrite for mobile forensics. I'd
have to check the dates, but I'm presently certified in
computer forensics, cellphone forensics, and vehicle
forensics.

Q. Okay. I think it was just cellphones that you

were working on with this case?
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A. Wwith this case, yes, but just my training I was
telling you.

Q. Fair. And would you have been up to date with
respect to that kind of training back in 20217

A. Cellphone training, yes.

Q. And how big is that particular unit, the Digital
Forensics Unit within St. Pete?

A. I don't remember what it was in 2021, but
presently we have five detectives and one sergeant.

Q. Exclusively working on digital. 1Is that right?

A. Correct. 1In that unit, yes.

Q. Got it. Can you tell me how you got involved?
Let's start with 4037 because that came first in time. Do
you know how you became involved in that case?

A. 4037, I conducted two exams on mobile devices
that belonged to Darren Barnes.

Q. Okay. And did you receive any particular items?
If so, when did you receive them?

A. Let's see. I got an iPhone and a Motorola phone
on February 4th, 2021.

Q. Okay. were you told that those both belonged to
Darren Barnes, or was that information that you were able
to develop from the phone itself?

A. Detective Webster stated that they belonged to

the deceased, Darren Barnes.
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Q. And so what were you asked to do with regards to
those phones?

A. Typically, it's just to conduct a forensic exam,
attempt to get data out of it, access it, and then
generate a report, whether it's a tech report or a full
report.

Q. Okay. And so I guess let's go phone by phone,
and you can tell me what you were able to do.

A.  Okay.

Q. So you named them device one and device two. 1Is
that fair?

A. Correct.

Q. So let's start with device one.

A. Device one was an Apple iPhone 11 that did have
a passcode on it that we did not know. So my first
attempt at that device, I only got a SIM card extraction,
which typically will obtain the phone number for the
device. I wasn't able to access the device because it
wasn't supported by the software.

I later conducted a second exam on that same
phone where we were able to get a partial BFU, which is
before first unlock, and typically that doesn't give you
much user data. But it was also supported for brute
force. And I checked the device before coming here today,

and it's still on brute force and the passcode has not
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been identified.

Q. Tell me what brute force means.

A. Brute force is proprietary to the software
companies, Cellebrite, Graykey, Magnet. That's something
they use to attempt passcodes over and over and over again
until they find one. Sometimes they don't, and they use
their whole dictionary. Sometimes they do identify
passcodes, which is the case for the Motorola.

Q. Okay. So it sounds like you never received any
kind of Tike extraneous information about what the
passcode might be from Detective Webster or any other
detectives?

A. I don't think so. Not that I recall.

Q. So no full extraction was ever done on device
one?

A. No. It is presently on brute force right now,
still attempting to get the passcode.

Q. I think you were saying that you were able to
get some extraction off. You said before the first --

A. It's call BFU. That's when the phone is turned
off and back on. It's two different states. AFU, after
first unlock, meaning you put your pin code in since it's
been turned on again. Before first unlock means somehow
your phone turned off, restarted, whatever, and now it's

in a BFU mode where it kind of Tocks some of the user
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data. So you get a lot of system data and typically just
a little bit of user data.

So in this case, I don't think that there was
much obtained. I did the BFU. I generated a full report.
I didn't analyze it, and I gave it to one of the
detectives.

Q. That was my next question. So you didn't
analyze 1i1t?

A. On that one -- if I can Took at my report again
because I don't confuse the two.

Q. Of course.

A. That was for the iPhone. Yes, I gave that to
Detective Harris. That appeared to be minimal user data,
but I did not analyze it for anything of evidentiary
value.

Q. Okay. And you said that it would have generated
a report. Is that from like a Cellebrite report? So just
like a basic 1ike information --

A. It would be Cellebrite or Axiom depending on the
software, or sometimes we generate using both.

Q. So is it safe to assume that the most
information that you're able to get was like really just
from the SIM, the phone number, what the SIM card number
was, what the IMEI number was from the phone? That's kind

of it?
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A. Right. I didn't review the whole BFU report, so
I don't know what all is on it. I can review it, and we
can do this again, if you'd like. For the most part, it
was just the SIM card.

Q. And it sounds like none of the detectives asked
you to do any further examinations with regards to that
phone?

A. I don't think so. Not while it's still on brute
force because there's nothing else to do other than give
them the report to go through.

Q. Okay. So that was the iPhone 11. There was
another phone that you were given that was also associated
with Darren Barnes. Is that right?

A. Yes. That was a Motorola.

Q. And, sorry, just to make sure that I'm
clarifying this properly, so when you put down Device No.
1 Darren Barnes, Device No. 2 Darren Barnes, is that
because you were told by the detectives that these were
both Darren Barnes' cellphones?

A. Right. I don't do any part of the
investigations. So if I put a name on something, that
typically comes from either the search warrant or the
detectives themselves, or -- well, this wouldn't be a
search warrant in this case.

Q. well, I guess my question is, like, this didn't

JTP REPORTING (727)422-8287
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come from any information that you pulled from a phone
identifying it to Darren Barnes?

A. I believe on this one I got an e-mail. Yeah,
there's a Google e-mail associated to the device that is
DarrenBarnes1946@gmail.

Q. This is the Motorola?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. But not with respect to the iPhone. The
IPhone is just identified as Darren Barnes' because the
detective told you so?

A. I believe so, yeah.

Q. Okay. Great. Thank you. So tell me about this
Motorola, 1like what you did.

A. The Motorola, this also had a four-digit pin
code. Wwe used Cellebrite and identified the pin code
through brute force. we accessed the device. Usually on
Androids I go into settings. I change some of the
settings so the software and the device can communicate.
on this one, we got an extraction, and I did analyze this
extraction. I did it just based off of the dates of the
occurred at. I look for activity between those times.

Q. Okay. And were you looking for anything 1in
particular or just looking to see if there was activity?

A. Typically, I'11 Took for activity because I

don't know the whole investigation. So I'll look for some
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things that may pertain to it, and I may tag it not
knowing if it is actual evidence or not to give to the
detective for them to determine, yes, this is of value, no
it's not, and they document it in their report.

Q. And did you tag anything for the detectives to
review themselves? Did anything seem salient when you
were looking at it?

A. On this one I did. 1It's in my report that I --
I always tag user accounts, just accounts associated to
the device that are logged in. I did call logs, chats,
some data, and some images.

Q. Okay. And there's also -- it indicates in your
report there are videos depicting money and drugs and
images depicting drugs. This is all readily identifiable
by you on the phone?

A. Yes.

Q. You kind of paused.

A. Wwell, I try to think because I try to go over
the extractions ahead of time. Sometimes I confuse the
two. There's so many phones. That's all.

Q. That's fine. 1In terms of the chat, were you
going through any of the actual language or communication
within the chats, or you were just looking to see if there
was communication around the time period?

A. Yeah. A Tot of times I'11 tag any

JTP REPORTING (727)422-8287
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13

communications during that date because, again, I don't
know who some of the people that may be involved are or
people they may want to talk to within the timeframe.

Q. Okay. And then it sounds 1like 1it's just up to
the detectives on the case to ask like any kind of further
analysis or examination?

A. Right. I usually put in here the whole
extraction is available for any analysis, whether it comes
from you guys or from them, whichever side saying there
should be this or whatever.

Q. Do you know if you got any further request to
look at it or review it or examine it from the
St. Petersburg Police Department or from the State
Attorney's office?

A. Not that I recall.

Q. Okay. Anything else with respect to your work
on the Barnes' phones that we haven't talked about that
you think is important for me to know?

A. I don't think so.

Q. Okay. And then everything that you had done
would have been readily available to the detectives then,
yeah? This report goes to them, the reports generated by
you?

A. Yes. It gets uploaded into our report system.

Q. So no further work done on the Barnes homicide.

JTP REPORTING (727)422-8287
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Is that right?

A. Correct.

Q. It sounds like you never received a phone from
Darren -- I'm sorry, not Darren. You never received a
phone from Rodney Green? That name is not familiar to you
for this case?

A. I don't recall. Looking at our stuff, I feel
like this is the only one I did, unless something comes up
and you tell me, I'11 Took.

Q. And then same thing, under the same case number,
you never received a phone for Deronrick Green?

A. I don't recall. I don't recall that.

Q. But your search of the system for your reports,
this was the only report associated with case number 4037.
Is that right?

A. I have two reports for that case number, yes.

Q. Two reports for 40377

A. Yes. I have my initial report from when I did
it in 2021, and then the second report -- let me look at
the date -- was from March of this year to attempt to get
into the device a second time.

Q. Oh, okay. So tell me about that then, the
attempt to get in the second time?

A. I already did. That's where we got the BFU. If

you don't have the report, I can give you this one.
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That's where I got the BFU, and it remains on brute force.
Because updates to the software from '21 to '25, it
supports more phones, more operating system versions and
whatnot. So that's why we were able to get into it,
because of the software updates.

Q. Okay. So it's just still hanging out, trying
new passwords every day?

A. It's on a charger in our office attempting
passcodes.

Q. Do you get an alert when I guess a passcode
works?

A. We check them here and there, and typically the
screen will turn green and say we got something. Then we
reconnect it to the software and see what it got.

Q. Sounds 1like nothing yet?

A. Right. I checked it today.

Q. So nothing further on 4037 then?

A. Correct.

Q. And then 6023, which is a separate case, can you
tell me how you got involved in this case?

A. on this one, it would have been February 18th.
I got the device from Detective Harris with a search
warrant that was signed by a Judge on the 17th, and he
requested a forensic exam of the device.

Q. Okay. And I think you said earlier, a forensic

JTP REPORTING (727)422-8287
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exam is just generally like an extraction, pull out all
the data that you possibly can. He wasn't asking for
anything specific. Is that right?

A. I would have read the search warrant for what
was allowed and the probable cause for the case. That's
what I would have been looking for.

Q. Okay. Wwhat was the device?

A. This was an LG.

Q. And what did you do?

A. On this one, it was not secured with a pin code.
It was just a swipe. So I accessed the device, and I went
into settings. Again, with Androids, I try to change a
couple of settings for the device to talk to the software
and be able to transfer data.

Q. Wwhat kind of settings do you have to transfer or
change?

A. Put it in airplane mode. Make sure wifi and
Bluetooth are off. For iPhones, we change auto lock to
never. For Androids, we have to enable developer options.
So it's all settings stuff. 1It's not changing anything
with user data.

Q. Okay. And were you able to pull any data off of
this particular phone?

A. Yes. On this phone, I got three different

extractions, an advanced logical, a file system, and a
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17

physical extraction.

Q. Can you tell me about the difference between
those three?

A. It's kind of Tike how much data you can get from
the phone, advanced logical being the least amount. File
system you get a little more because you get the whole
file system structure. And then your physical extraction
is getting a -- it's the best one, getting bit-for-bit,
pretty much all the data that's on the memory.

Q. Did you review any of that data?

A. I did.

Q. Okay. Tell me about that.

A. on this one, I tag user accounts, some chats,
and call Togs.

Q. Okay. And were you just looking at things Tike
close in time to the date of arrest?

Correct, to the occurred at.

which would have been 2/167?

> o >F

Yes.

Q. And was there any particular reason that you
were looking at those things close in time, or that's just
your general practice?

A. If they don't give me anything to look at before
or after the occurred at, I'll go off of what the search

warrant says and the occurred at date.
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Q. Do you recall if location data was enabled on
the phone and if so if that was extracted?

A. I would have to look if it was enabled or not,
so I can follow up with you.

Q. If it was, it sounds like it would have been a
part of the physical extraction. 1Is that fair?

A. Probably. But all phones are different, so it
depends.

Q. Okay. And in your report, you indicate that you
didn't observe any third-party social media applications.
what do you mean by third-party social media?

A. I mean Snapchat, Facebook, all those.

Instagram. Those type of things. 3Just to look for
different -- because sometimes those apps aren't extracted
from the device in the software because maybe it's not
updated with that software version. So if I have access
to the phone and I don't get much, Tike in this particular
device, I'11 Took to see if those are logged into because
then I can take screen-shots or pictures of the content
because the software didn't get it.

Q. Okay. But that's in existence. The phone just
didn't even have these applications?

A. I don't think so. There wasn't much that came
off of this device.

Q. Okay. And did that seem right to you in terms

JTP REPORTING (727)422-8287
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of what came off when you actually Tooked at the phone
itself and what was on the phone itself?

A. Yeah. I have that in my report, so I would say
yes.

Q. Okay. So it didn't seem as though from the
extraction that you were missing anything that remained on
the phone. 1Is that what you're saying?

A. Right. That's why I'11 Took, yeah.

Q. Anything else that you did on this case, the
60237

A. There was a follow-up report. There's three
reports for that one as well, but nothing different. They
wanted a follow-up exam, so a new search warrant was
obtained. Again, I got a physical extraction, made the
report, gave it to the detectives.

Q. When was that search warrant done on the second
extraction?

A. This was March 10, 2025 1is when I got the
device, and a search warrant was signed on March 4th it
looks T1ike.

Q. Wwas it the same device?

A. Same device.

Q. Okay. And so it was a different warrant for the
same device?

A. Yes.

JTP REPORTING (727)422-8287
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Q. And what was different about this request?

A. I'm pretty sure it was the same request, but
again, sometimes there's updates to software. But in this
case, a physical extraction, you're not going to get
anything really different. So I got the same physical
extraction.

Q. Okay. So nothing different in terms of the data
that you were able to see?

A. I don't believe so. If there is any difference
in the data -- I think I Tooked at both of them, and they
had the same amount of bytes. So I don't think there's
anything different. But it would be something very
minimal, but nothing really to user data.

MS. SEIFER-SMITH: I don't think I have any
further questions. How about my colleagues?
MR. MCGREEN: None from me.
MS. RUSSELL: No.
MS. SEIFER-SMITH: Anything from the State?
MS. TAKTIKOS-DANZIG: No.
BY MS. SEIFER-SMITH

Q. Have you understood all the questions that we've
asked today?

A. I think so, yeah.

Q. Anything that you wish to add or change at this

point?
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A. No.

Q. Okay. 1If you review the extractions and you
feel as though you left something out of our conversation
or you want to change any of your testimony you've given,
would you be so kind to reach out to myself or to the
State Attorney's office to let them know?

A. Absolutely. If there's something in particular
you want, just ask and I'11 do it.

MS. SEIFER-SMITH: Will do. Thanks very much.
we'll conclude the deposition and reserve your right to
read.

(Deposition concludes at 10:17 a.m.)
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COUNTY OF PINELLAS )
STATE OF FLORIDA )

CERTIFICATE OF OATH

I, the undersigned authority, certify that LISA
VANDERBILT personally appeared before me and was duly
sworn.

witness my hand and official seal this 20th day of

December, 2025.

Tamara M. Packecs

Tamara M. Pacheco, RPR
COMMISSION # 474485
EXPIRES: March 30, 2028
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CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER
STATE OF FLORIDA )

COUNTY OF PINELLAS )

I, Tamara M. Pacheco, certify that I was authorized
to and did stenographically report the Deposition of LISA
VANDERBILT; that a review of the transcript was requested;
and that the transcript is a true and complete record of
my stenographic notes.

I further certify that I am not a relative, employee,
attorney or counsel of any of the parties, nor am I a
relative or employee of any of the parties' attorney or
counsel connected with the action, nor am I financially

interested in the action.

Tamara Y. Packecs

Tamara M. Pacheco, RPR
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