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Deadspin’s A.J. Daulerio playing a
different game

Dampin's AJ, Dauen'u payrg a ciffamt garra - Prilty‘m

philly'com
Sports Ente rlainrne nt Bu siness Opinion

Deauapms A J‘ DauIeHo 43 Jammy a cmw bar lu jourlrausmfie [ruzmmnul mics The Bucks Cmrmwurivu has become

hafed

By John Guzman. lmuinr Column!“
l” I‘: HI.‘ Faorur-r-r H. 2!. 1|

A..J. Daulen‘o Is either an Icanuclasi or a guitar dog wilh nu code.

Depends an your perspectiw.

rf you don't fig Daulerlo or what he does as the editor of Deadspin.

that's fim. He understands. Ha gets i1. He i‘usl dmn‘t care. Ti'al

probabiy mak$ sumedyou man - urmadder Hegets m. 1m.

“I'm easy to loaihe‘” Dajen'o admitled. {Deadspin recently compiled

lts "le 1U baa guys In spms'; mulerlowas No. 1 on the H51.) "A Ed

ufwhal we do and whal wewa became nmorious hr are ston'as Mai

break the comantional rules ofjournalism. . . . Most times. we're trying

lo tall the Lnth and nut sugarcoat It. Scmaflmas. that‘s really

unplaasant and Lrsamry.“

Because ufthat, it seams Gwynne has a lake on Daulerio mu
Dewspir! {hue days. He's everywhera now, appaan'ng m Naw York

magazine; GO: or showing up, as ha put it. “hall drunk“ on the Today
:how thanks to a boozwhaaw. preintsniew brunch. On Tuwday night.

HEO's Rea! Sports Mb Bryant Gumbel wflI run a story about

Dendspln‘ Pradiclably‘ \l will faaiura a healthy dose ofDaulario.

Since Edna mar Deadspln In July 2008. Ballade Awhn grew up in

Churchville. we'd to La Salle Univetsity‘ and worked at Phxiadelphla

magazine - has gruwn the website cansiderahly‘ When re became
editor. Daadspin waged about 700.000 readers per n'nnlh, Ir non
gels well mar 2 million.

"I'm nm denying that he's good ax what he dues." said Mike Sielski, a

Wall Street Journal reporter who wan! Lo college with Daulen‘o. “But

him are elhical dabatfi and ramifimliflrs thal [Dlluw Mal re does.‘

WJII Leitoh - DauIerio'a wedecwaor. who lefl fut a gig al New York

mulla'fimawillycuWZUH-DZ- WSWLLSWies-mywmag azina-erin-mem
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Deadspln's AJ. Dauerlo dayng adflemntgarre - Philly.com

magazine - wasntWe running calain mama. Daulerio ha . D
few mserwtions.

“I thirk | know what lwas best at. and some of the stufi Leitch sort of

smed away from. Iembraced.‘ Daleflo said.

His approach. Mlich sometimes indm paying fa' seedy inWion
and trampllrg on other Img-eslabllshed Journalism tenets. has yleldod

big slon'es WWWM. Themwas the post aboul former

ESPN ways! Sean Sdisbury and the “mica joke” he dlegedy
played on commas that Imdwd plctures of Ns manhood. Them was
the link to a difl‘erenl blog that had the

Hmmmereoentstuymoulanalbgad daniancabetweenJas
quanamck Man: Sanchez am a 17-year-dd girl. And.W mos1

infamously‘ them wore the lewd and ravealing ceII-phone photos that

Brett Fawn allegedly sent to a fume Jets employee. Jenn Slerger.

Deadspin paid a source $12000 for those.

Daadspln's reputlng on me Fm scams led to an NFL Inmtlgallon,

afie: whlcn Favm was fined $50000. Still. it's possible Daulerlo took more hem owr tm protos than Fawa. Readers and

jwmaliats mum his mom and cducized Daula'io br bumlrg Stager - Mich. by his own mbsion. he did.

'l‘m umpamnt In mat Ido, but it's s1ulfthat people hawn'L in the past. been ptmd of.“ Daulen‘o said. 'I fike to not him behind

tfings. l iike to show how things gel put together. and people dm! like that.

“It‘s becomesooommuuaceto cdflclzeMwlwedoandbcusmfl-eeflics,mntharadity is. ImrkfiorNbckDanlonnhe
foundu alDeadspHs gaunt cu-npany. Gemkaj. modoesntmetothoso mics. lumed 30mmm mid ldo Ind?
Probauy not. But people want me to adhere to me rules e2 mear job instead «what rm asked to do hem.“

He has a palm. (Disclosure time: We‘ra fiends. though re sometimes refers to me in prlnl as ”The Mexicm' deflate knowing that

mmnm.)mradlasdcmaflmwimotmrwimmadmatmyalmostdwaysmrponmwics. Ibo
complaints can somefimes fee! like lama achodyard whining about the man kid who won‘t play nice. Exwpt that iant it. That

misses the pom.

Dadedoaad Deadspin don‘tiollaanmiond mmmwagedinadfietmgm. sandringmmaggmssheam
raw and mm. Itflnk met smres mjourIulsls. Wl'at ym dstlll me knee-jark dlsappmel andme the prnny
outage. whafs lefl ls bar. h a way. Daulerio is tho mainstream media: bogeyman. a daily and fn'ghlening minder that Ira old

ways are slowiy fading ~ 'rfthoy mm already obsolete.

'What usedlobeaamlsmamsperfsa‘dnairymwitamy Plammwas Daderio's bossatPhflly mag. ‘AJ. is

proxirg that to have m impact. you haw lo [raw] a fiJII-thruded scream. . . . | cm'l strass enouw how proud | am oi him. He has

{guts}. Too many journalists are aflaid. 1f awry joumallst in America had his Chutzpah. we muldn‘l haw gotten Into the Iraq war.“

That's a guss mistammt. mt you get 1m idea. Em if Dawmo's critics an n'gl'l abut tim bolnc native but a gorifiad snu
peddler - hes sauna a'u mom talented than tmt. but let‘s ptaom they'la onto something - he ts. at the least. unique In his

abillty to stomach the job.

'Tm-a a'ewafrd moments ot fcklmss on certa’n slodes,’ re said. "It passes.”

Contact mlumnia John Gonzalez m 21mm” ormmezmlllynewscom.

Follow him on Twitter: @gonzophilly.
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