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By John Gonzalez, Inquirer Columnist

POSIER Fe Sty Vh 4011 We Recommmend

A_J. Daulerio is efther an iconoelast or a gutter dog wilh no code. )

Doponds on your perspective. Watchdog in S. Phila. doesn't shrink

fram Comceast

i you don't dig Daulerio or what he doss es the editer of Deadspin, Qctober 87, 2014

thet's fine. He understands. He gets it. He just doesn't care. That

pobably makes some of you mad - or madder. He gets that, oo, Afamﬂy record is bested

“I'm easy ta loathe," Denderio admitted. {Deadspin recently compiled June 25, 2014

Its "top 10 bad guys in aports”; Davleno was No. 1 on tha list.} ™A lot

of what we do and what we've become nalorioua %or are stories thal Butler-turned- heir Is Core Of Legal
braak the conventional rules of journalism. . . . Most times. we're trying War As Doris Duke's Confidant, He

to teil the truth and nat sugarcoat it. Sometimes, that's really Flourished.

unpleasant and unsavory.” Sactambrar 11, 1994

Becauss of that, it seems everyone has a take on Dauleric and The Dorrance Dynasty Battles Itself A
Deadspin these days. He's everywhers now, appaaring in New York Bitter Feud Over Whether To Sell
magazine; GQ; or showing up, Bs he put it, "half drunk” on the Taday Campbell Soup Is Pitting Cousin Against
show thanks to a booze-heavy, preinteniew brunch. On Tuesday night, Cousin In A Fight Over The Family's
HBO's Res! Sports with Bryant Gumbel will run a story about Fortune And Its Future.

Dendspln. Predictably, It will faalure a healthy dosa of aulario. March 17, 1981

Since taking over Deadspin in July 2008, Dauero - who grew up in
Churchdlle, wert to La Salle University, and worked at Philadeiphia
magazine - has grown the website considerably, When he became
editor, Deadspin awraged abaut 700,000 readers per month. K now
gels well cwer 2 million.

"I'm not denying that he's good at what he does,” said Mike Sielski, a
Wall Street Jounal reporter who went to college with Daulerdo. "But
thera are elhicat debates and remifications thal follow what he does.*

Wl Leitch - Daukerio’s predecessor, who left for a gig a1 New York BOLLEA 004833
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- b L4 magazine - wasnt comioriabie running cenein materal. Doulero has ; I3
. fewer resenations.
¢ Per'Mlle "I think | knew what | was bes! et, and some of the siuff Leitch aot of
Car shisd away from, | embraced,” Dauesio said.

His appmoach, which sometimes imolves paying for seedy information

and trampling on cther long-established Jounalism tanats, has ylelded
Insurance big stores and bigger controvereies. There was the post about former

ESPN analyst Sean Salishury and the "practicet joke™ he allegedly

metromile.com/p...  rlayed on coworkers that Imoived pictures af his manhood. There was
the link te e different blog that ked the
If You Prive There was the recent story about an alisged daliiance between Jets
10k Mil Pe quarterback Mark Sanchez ard @ 17-year-old git. And, perhaps most
es T infameusly, thene were the lewd and revealing cell-phone photos that
Year, pay- per- Bretl Fawe allegedly sent to a kexmer Jets amplayee, Jann Starger,

Deadspin paid a source $12,000 for those.

Mile Insurance
Deadspin's neporting on the Fawe scandal led to an NFL Investigation,

Saves Money. aftar which Fawe wag fined $50,000. Still, its poesible Daulers took more heal over the photos than Fawe. Reaters and
joumalists questionsd his methods and criticized Daulerio for buming Stanger - which, by his own admission, he did.

“I'm transparent In what | do, but it's stulf that people havent, in the past, been proud of.” Dauleric seid. * like to not hide behind
things. | iike to show how things get put togather, and people dont like that.

"Its bacome so commonpiace to criticize what we do end focus on the ethics, when the reality is, | work for Nick Denlon [the
founder of Deadspin's parent company, Gawker], who doesnt adhere to those rules. If | worked somewhere else, would | da that?
Probably not. But pecple want me to adhere to the rules et thelr job instead of what fm asked to do hera.”

He hes a poinl. {Disclosure ime: We're fends. though he sometimes refers to me in print as “The Mexican" deapite knowing that
Irn half Cuban. ) 've had lots of comersations with other wiiters about Dawderio; they aimost siways harp on his ethics. The
complsints can sometimes foed like lame schaolyard whining about the mean kid who won't play nice. Except that isnt it. That
misses the point.

Daulerio and Deadspin don't Pllow treditional rules because they'rm engaged in a different game, somathing more aggresshe and
raw and unrepentant. 1 think that scares some joumelists. When you distill the knee-jark disapprvel and evaporate the phony
outrage, what's lafl is fear. In @ way, Oaulero is the mainstreem rmedia’s bogeyman, a daily and Fightening reminder that ihe old
waya are stowly fading - if they arent already obsolate,

"What usex to be a shout is now a whisper,” said Daily News editor Lary Platl, who was Daulerio's boss at Philly mag. *A.d is
proving that to hawe an Impact, you hawe ta [heve] a fullthroated scrsam. . . . | carft stress encugh how proud | am of him, He has
[guts}. Too many joumalists are afraid, If evary joumalist in America had his chutzpah, we wouldn't have gotten into the Iraq war."”

That's & gross overstatement. but you get ihe idsa. Even if Dawenc’s critics are righl about him belng nothing but a glorified smut
peadler - he's smarter and more talentad than that, but let's peetend they'ne onto somwething - be is, at the least, unique in his
abillty to stomach the job.

“There are weird moments of ickiness on certain stodes,” ha said. “k passes.”
Conlact columnigt John Gonzalez 41 215-954-2813 or gonzalaz @phillynews. com,
Follow hirn on Twitter; @gonzophilly.
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