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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SIXTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR PINELLAS COUNTY, FLORIDA

TERRY GENE BOLLEA professionally

known as HULK HOGAN,

Plaintiff,

Case N0.: 12012447-CI-011

vs.

HEATHER CLEM; GAWKER MEDIA,
LLC aka GAWKER MEDIA; et 31.,

Defendants.

/

GAWKER DEFENDANTS’ WITHDRAWAL 0F CONSENT
TO PROCEEDING BEFORE SPECIAL DISCOVERY MAGISTRATE

Pursuant to Florida Rule 0f Civil Procedure 1.490(0), defendants Gawker Media, LLC,

Nick Denton, and A.J. Daulerio (collectively, the “Gawker Defendants”), through their

undersigned counsel, hereby give notice that they are withdrawing their consent t0 proceeding

before a Special Discovery Magistrate. The Gawker Defendants respectfully submit that the use

0f a Special Discovery Magistrate is n0 longer warranted in this action and would result in

duplicative efforts, unnecessary delay, and undue expense.

The initial appointment 0f the Special Discovery Magistrate already expired, and his

involvement in this litigation already concluded. Indeed, by email dated April 21, 2015, the

office 0f previously—appointed Special Discovery Magistrate James Case (Rat) transmitted his

final invoice and advised that it would “arrange t0 have all 0f the materials submitted t0 our

office shredded and properly disposed.” Ex. A (without invoice). In addition, although the

protocol for production of video footage by the FBI contemplated review by the Special

Discovery Magistrate, that protocol dates back t0 September 2014. By the time the FBI made its

initial production nine months later, 0n June 29, 2015, the case was then one week away from
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trial and the Court took over the review 0f the footage, after Which it allowed the parties’ counsel

t0 review the footage directly.

At the hearing on July 30, 201 5, the Court raised the possibility 0f a new referral t0 the

Special Discovery Magistrate 0f (a) certain matters dealing with the treatment 0f documents

designated as “Confidential” 0r “Confidential — Attorneys’ Eyes Only” under the Protective

Order, and (b) review 0f “re-processed” DVDS produced by the FBI 0n July 16 (even though the

Court had reviewed the first set directly and allowed the parties t0 do so as well). Following the

July 1 hearing, however, the Court also scheduled a half dozen dates for case management and

hearings, most 0f them for a full day. Given the Court’s availability t0 adjudicate directly the

few remaining matters, the Gawker Defendants respectfully believe that new referrals t0 a

Special Discovery Magistrate would be unnecessarily inefficient and impose undue expense.

Indeed, as the experience 0f this litigation has shown, referring additional matters t0 the Special

Discovery Magistrate Will require the parties t0 incur additional expense and delay, only t0 have

one party 0r the other file exceptions with the Circuit Court — as has been the case with respect to

Virtually every report and recommendation the Special Discovery Magistrate has issued

previously.

While the Gawker Defendants’ very much appreciate the Special Discovery Magistrate’s

willingness to serve, in light 0f the current circumstances, they hereby Withdraw their consent for

any current 0r future use of a Special Discovery Magistrate in this action, effective immediately.



August 11, 201 5 Respectfully submitted,

THOMAS & LOCICERO PL

By: Gregg D. Thomas
Gregg D. Thomas
Florida Bar No.: 223913

Rachel E. Fugate

Florida Bar No.: 0144029
601 South Boulevard P.O. BOX 2602 (33601)

Tampa, FL 33606

Telephone: (8 1 3) 984-3060

Facsimile: (813) 984—3070

gthomas@tlolawfirm.com
rfugate@t101awfirm.com

and

Seth D. Berlin

Pro Hac Vice Number: 103440

Michael D. Sullivan

Pro Hac Vice Number: 53347
Michael Berry

Pro Hac Vice Number: 108191

Alia L. Smith

Pro Hac Vice Number: 104249

Paul J. Safier

Pro Hac Vice Number: 103437

LEVINE SULLIVAN KOCH & SCHULZ, LLP
1899 L Street, NW, Suite 200

Washington, DC 20036
Telephone: (202) 508-1 122

Facsimile: (202) 861-9888

sberlin@1skslaw.com

msullivan@lskslaw.com

mberry@lskslaw.com
asmith@lskslaw.com

psafier@lsks1aw.com

Counselfor Defendant Gawker Media, LLC, Nick

Benton, andAJ. Daulerio



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I HEREBY CERTIFY that 0n this 11th day 0f August, 2015, I caused a true and

correct copy of the foregoing t0 be served Via the Florida Courts’ E-Filing Portal on the

following counsel of record:

Kenneth G. Turkel, Esq.

kturkel@BajoCuva.com
Shane B. Vogt, Esq.

shane.v0gt@Baj 0Cuva.com
Bajo Cuva Cohen & Turkel, P.A.

100 N. Tampa Street, Suite 1900

Tampa, FL 33602
Tel: (813) 443-2199

Fax: (813) 443-2 193

Attorneysfor Plaintifi’

David Houston, Esq.

Law Office 0f David Houston

dhoust0n@houst0natlaw.com
432 Court Street

Reno, NV 89501

Tel: (775) 786-4188

Attorneyfor Plaintifl

Timothy J. Conner
Holland & Knight LLP
50 North Laura Street, Suite 3900

Jacksonville, FL 32202

timothy.conner@hklaw.com

Charles D. Tobin

Holland & Knight LLP
800 17th Street N.W., Suite 1100

Washington, D.C. 20006
charles.tobin@hklaw.com

Attorneysfor Intervenors First Look
Media, Ina, WFTS— TV and WPTV—TV,
Scripps Media, Ina, WFTX-TV, Journal

Broadcast Group, Vox Media, Ina, Cable

News Network, Ina, Buzzfeed and The

Associated Press

Charles J. Harder, Esq.

charder@HMAfirm.com
Jennifer McGrath, Esq.

jmcgrath@hmafirm.com
Harder Mirell & Abrams LLP
1925 Century Park East, Suite 800

Los Angeles, CA 90067
Tel: (424) 203-1600

Fax: (424) 203-1601

Attorneysfor Plaintifl

Allison M. Steele

Rahdert, Steele, Reynolds & Driscoll, P.L.

535 Central Avenue
St. Petersburg, FL 33701

amnestee@a01.com
asteele@rahdertlaw.com

ncampbell@rahdertlaw.com

Attorneyfor Intervenor Times Pub!
’g

C0.

/s/ Gregg D. Thomas
Attorney


