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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SIXTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR PINELLAS COUNTY, FLORIDA

TERRY GENE BOLLEA professionally

known as HULK HOGAN,

Plaintiff,

VS. Case N0. 12012447CI-011

HEATHER CLEM; GAWKER MEDIA, LLC
aka GAWKER MEDIA; GAWKER MEDIA
GROUP, INC. aka GAWKER MEDIA;
GAWKER ENTERTAINMENT, LLC;
GAWKER TECHNOLOGY, LLC; GAWKER
SALES, LLC; NICK DENTON; AJ.
DAULERIO; KATE BENNERT, and

BLOGWIRE HUNGARY SZELLEMI
ALKOTAST HASZNOSITO KFT aka

GAWKER MEDIA,

Defendants.

PLAINTIFF’S NOTICE THAT ACTION IS AT ISSUE,
MOTION TO GRANT PRIORITY STATUS AND MOTION TO SPECIALLY
SET CAUSE FOR TRIAL ON SEPTEMBER OR OCTOBER 2015 DOCKET

Plaintiff Terry Bollea, professionally known as Hulk Hogan, by counsel and pursuant to

Rule 1.440, Florida Rules 0f Civil Procedure, and Rule 2.545, Florida Rules of Judicial

Administration, hereby gives notice that this action is at issue and ready t0 be set for trial; moves

for the entry of an order granting this case priority status; and moves this Court for the entry of

an order re—setting this action for trial on the Court’s September 0r October 2015 trial docket,

and states as follows:

Introduction

1. This 2012 case involves a matter of great public importance in the digital age of

online publishing: the line t0 be drawn When publicity ceases to be the giving 0f information to
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which the public is entitled, and becomes a morbid and sensational prying into the private lives

for its own sake, With which a reasonable member of the public, With decent standards, would

say that he had no concern. Tofloloni v. LFP Publishing Group, LLC, 572 F.3d 1201
,

1211 (1 1th

Cir. 2009)

2. The balancing 0f the equally important fundamental constitutional rights at issue

in this case warrants the designation of this case as a “priority” under Rule 2.545, Fla. R. Jud.

Admin, and its advancement on the Court’s trial docket.

3. While Mr. Bollea is certainly mindful 0f the Court’s docket and the other parties

seeking justice before this Court, he respectfillly requests that this Court specially set this case

for trial 0n its September or October 2015 trial docket so that his claims, Gawker’s defenses, and

the issues of great public importance involved in this nearly three—year-old case can be tried and

resolved as expeditiously as possible. (The case was filed 0n October 15, 2012, and thus Will

become three years 01d this October.)

Procedural Status

4. The jury trial of this matter was originally scheduled 0n the two-week trial docket

set t0 commence 0n July 6, 2015, pursuant to this Court’s Order Setting Pre-Trial Conference

and Jury Trial dated February 18, 201 5 (the “Pretrial Order”).

5. On May 7, 2015, the Second District Court of Appeal entered an Order quashing

this Court’s November 4, 2014 Order severing Plaintiff’s Claims against Kinja, KFT (f/k/a

Blogwire Hungary Szellemi Alkotast Hasznosito KFT), and quashing this Court’s Pretrial Order.

6. On June 18, 2015, Plaintiff filed his First Amended Complaint asserting a claim

for punitive damages through interlineation.



7. On June 18, 2015, in response to the Second District Court of Appeal’s Order,

Plaintiff filed a notice of voluntary dismissal 0f Kinja, as well as a notice that action is at issue,

and motion to set cause for trial.

8. The Court held a Case Management and Status Conference 0n June 19, 2015,

during Which the Court re-set the trial in this matter t0 commence 0n July 6, 201 5.

9. On June 29, 2015, Defendants Gawker Media, LLC, Nick Denton and A.J.

Daulerio (collectively, “Gawker Defendants”), filed their Answers and Affirmative Defenses to

Plaintiff’s June 18, 201 5 First Amended Complaint.

10. On July 2, 2015, after all pre-trial motions had been heard, and on the last

business day before trial was set t0 commence, the Second District Court of Appeal entered an

Order quashing this Court’s June 19, 201 5 Order Setting Jury Trial. The Second DCA held that,

pursuant to Rule 1.440, Florida Rules 0f Civil Procedure, the matter was not at issue until 20

days after the defendants’ answers to Plaintiff’s First Amended Complaint adding punitive

damages claim by interlineation were filed.

11. On July 17, 2015, Gawker Defendants filed their Amended Answers and

Affirmative Defenses.1

12. On July 20, 2015, Mr. Bollea filed his Reply.

13. Accordingly, this case is now at issue under Rule 1.440, Fla. R. CiV. P. Pursuant

t0 Rule 1.440(a), Mr. Bollea waives the right to serve motions directed to Gawker Defendants’

last pleading.

14. The case is ready to be set for trial on any date after August 19, 2015.

1 Gawker Defendants added two additional affirmative defenses based 0n Florida Statute

§768.295 and “fraud 0n the court.”



15. Plaintiff requests that this case be granted priority status and that the trial be re-set

for the Court’s two-week trial docket in September 0r October 2015. This case has been pending

for nearly three years, discovery closed in April 2015, and all pre-trial motions have been heard

by the Court. The parties were ready t0 proceed t0 trial on July 6, 201 5, and continue t0 be ready

t0 proceed to trial in September 0r October.

16. Plaintiff estimates that two weeks Will be needed for the trial. The trial is 0n the

original action and Will be a jury trial.

DATED: July 20, 2015

/s/ Kenneth G. Turkel

Kenneth G. Turkel, Esq. — FBN 867233

Shane B. Vogt — FBN 257620
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TURKEL
100 North Tampa Street, Suite 1900

Tampa, Florida 33602

Tel: (813) 443-2199

Fax: (813) 443—2193

Email: kturkeléfiba'ocuvzwom
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-and-

Charles J. Harder, Esq. - PHV N0. 102333

Jennifer J. McGrath, Esq. — PHV No. 1 14890

HARDER MIRELL & ABRAMS LLP
1925 Century Park East, Suite 800

Los Angeles, CA 90067
Tel: (424) 203-1600

Fax: (424) 203—1601

Email: charderfifihmafinn.com
Email: ’mc n‘athéflnnafi1‘m.<:0m

Counsel for Plaintiff



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the foregoing has been furnished by e-mail

Via the e-portal system this 20th day 0f July, 2015 t0 the following:

Barry A. Cohen, Esquire

Michael W. Gaines, Esquire

The Cohen Law Group
201 E. Kennedy Blvd, Suite 1950

Tampa, Florida 33602

bisohcnfésztam alawi‘irm‘com

mgainefiagtampalawfiI'mcom

jha]1c(éégtampa]awfit'mxom

mwalshfémam V
alawi‘irmxom

Counselfor Heather Clem

David R. Houston, Esquire

Law Office of David R. Houston

432 Court Street

Reno, NV 89501

dhoL151onézhouStonatlaw.com

kmsset‘QéZhoustonatlawxzom

Michael Berry, Esquire

Levine Sullivan Koch & Schultz, LLP
1760 Market Street, Suite 1001

Philadelphia, PA 19103

mbet‘ryfiQflskslawxom

Pro Hac Vice Counselfor

Gawker Defendants

Kirk S. Davis, Esquire

Shawn M. Goodwin, Esquire

Akerman LLP
401 E. Jackson Street, Suite 1700

Tampa, Florida 33602

kirkdavingiakcnnamcom
Shawn.goodwinaiégakcnmn,com

Co-Counselfor Gawker Defendants

Gregg D. Thomas, Esquire

Rachel E. Fugate, Esquire

Thomas & LoCicero PL
601 S. Boulevard

Tampa, Florida 33606
chomammlolawfil'nwmn
t'f‘ugatcfiézjtlolawfirmxom

kbmwn{gigmflziwflmmcom
abccncféfitlolawfinncom

Counselfor Gawker Defendants

Seth D. Berlin, Esquire

Paul J. Safier, Esquire

Alia L. Smith, Esquire

Michael D. Sullivan, Esquire

Levine Sullivan Koch & Schulz, LLP
1899 L. Street, NW, Suite 200
Washington, DC 20036
Sbcrlinfgilskslax/M‘OIn

,5aficflgfilskslawpom

a:lsmithéézjlskslawxom

msuHivaniaglsks]awcom

Pro Hac Vice Counselfor

Gawker Defendants

Timothy J. Conner
Holland & Knight LLP
50 North Laura Street, Suite 3900

Jacksonville, FL 32202
Iimothvzconncflglhklawxmm

Charles D. Tobin

Holland & Knight LLP
800 17th Street N.W., Suite 1100

Washington, D.C. 20006
charlcsiobingghklawxom

Attorneysfor Inlervenors, First Look Media, Ina,

WFTS—TV and WPTV-TV, Scripps Media, Ina,

WFTX-TV, Journal Broadcast Group, Vox Media,

Ina, WFLA-TV, Media General Operations, Ina,

Cable News Network, Ina, Buzzfeed and The

Associated Press.



Allison M. Steele

Rahdert, Steele, Reynolds & Driscoll, PL.
535 Central Avenue
St. Petersburg, FL 33701

Ws‘stccfészaolxmrn

astcclcfiaflahdcrflawcom
ncam )bcll{aimhdcrtlawcom

Altorneysfor Intervenor Times Publishing

Company

/s/ Kenneth G. Turkel

Attorney


