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A lurid sex tape. A bombastic: cultural icon. An upcoming court battle that could reveal even more
salacious details.

It sounds like the type of story that Gawker might cover with gusto, This time, however, the gossip
site finds itseh‘ a central player in the tawdry tale.

For more than a decade, Gawkemom has proudly courted controversy with unmerciful coverage of

Hollywood celebrities and New York media elites.

But a $100 million lawsuit. set for trial next month in Florida. is enough to make anyone a bit nervous,
even Nick Danton, the swashbuckling Gawker Media founder.

Three years ago, a former Gawker editor-in—chief published a post headlined, "Even for a Minute,
Watching Hulk Hogan Have Sex in a Canopy Bed is Not Safe For Work but Watch it Anyway." A 30-
minute DVD had come from an anonymous source and what appeared online was edited down by
Gawker to about a minute-and-a-hah‘.

The tape, which was recorded in 2006, showed Hulk Hogan (real name: Terry Bollea) having sex
with Heather Clem, who was married at that time to radio host "Bubba the Love Sponge Clem.“
Another man‘s voice, which many people believe is Bubba, can be heard in the recording. Hogan
and Bubba were close friends before the sex tape leaked and the two men had a falling out.

After legal wrangling, Gawker was forced to remove the video. But Gawker refused to delete an
article accompanying the footage and the story stilt exists on the site today (it has racked up more
than 5 million Clicks). Gawker‘s bid to get the case tossed failed and a jury trial is now set to begin
July 6 in St. Petersburg.

Charles Harder, who is Hogan‘s lead trial counsel, said that Denton had received two cease and
desist demands the day after the video was published. ”Denton ignored those demands, and
allowed the video to continue playing,“ Harder told CNNMoney. “Benton has only himself to blame."

http://m0ney.cnn.com/20 1 5/06/ 1 7/media/hulk-hogan-gawker-Iawsuit/
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What each side is saying: There is one central question that the jury will have to answer: Was the
sex tape newsworthy? Florida law permits the publication of private material if it pertains to a matter
of "legitimate public concern."

"Despite all attempts by the Gawker Defendants to obscure it. the law is clearthat pornographic
footage taken from sex tapes is the quintessential example of speech that is not a matter of

legitimate public concern." Harder wrote in a recently filed brief.

Gawker counters that Hogan made his sexual exploits a public matter, noting his appearances on
Howard Stern's radio program and elsewhere dun‘ng which he delved into lurid details from his

personal l‘rfe.

During a 2011 interview with Stem, Hogan said flatly that he would never have sex with Heather
Clem. "Man law, brother," Hogan told Stem. "Even if they were divorced for 1O years." [n the same
interview, Hogan opened up about the sexual Chemistry with his wife.

Gawker is also highlighting the fact that the existence of the sex tape had been the subject of several

news reports before it was posted on the site in 201 2.

"It‘s difficult to think of a huge news story about a celebn'ty or a politician or someone people care
about that didn't involve some information that that person did not want disclosed," Gawker
president and general counsel Heather Dietrick told CNNMoney. "That's the job of a journalist."
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The stakes: Hogan is seeking $100 million in damages, a penalty that could bring Gawker to its

knees. Demon has been characteristically candid about the threat against the company, telling The
New York Times, “We don‘t keep $100 million in the bank‘ no."

If it were to lose in court and have to pay in full, Gawker might be forced to do something it has
managed to avoid throughout its existence: rely on outside investors to keep the company humming.

The case could also hold implications for the First Amendment, with some in the legal community
leery over the idea of a story's news value being determined by jurors, not editors.

But Harder, Hogan's attorney, asserts that the case poses "no potential danger whatsoever to the

First Amendment. "

"The First Amendment has limitations.” Harder said. “In Florida, it is a crime of video voyeurism to film

someone naked without their permission, or to publish that footage. Doing so is against the law and
not protected by the First Amendment."

Outlook: Demon isn't ruling out a "disaster" scenario for the site. He has acknowledged that the

jury, plucked from the Florida community that Hogan calls home, might well be unsympathetic to a

sensationalist digital tabloid based in Manhattan and built on snark.

CNNMoney (New York) June 18. 2015: 2:34 PM ET

You May Also Like Recommenuw by oumram

Homeowners are Lady Gaga‘s Curves 18 Celebrity Wives Dell‘s New 34-inch

Paying Next to Nothing Really Hang Out in a Who Were The Curved Monitor Is

for Solar Panels Colorful Bikini—See Mistress Worth Every Penny
MAP,SC S’

the Cheeky Pics! a (V

{5 Jim;

Around the Web More From CNN Money

From Man To Model! Meet Michael Pheips‘ Are you middle Class?

Gidfriend Taylor Lianne Chandler— Who Was
Bom Male ”m”

Tean‘ul Tracy Morgan thanks Walmart after

accident

Samantha Stosur's Muscular Arms Get Lots Of

Attention At Australian Open twp >-

Bill Simmons‘ next stop: HBO?

1O of the Best Luxury Cars That Cost Less Than Giddy Jon Stewart on Trump's campaign: ILet's

dance, clownstick!‘

1O Major Casting Fails That Ruined Entire Films 'Jurassic World' ends Pixar's box office streak

m,\.-n;,;s:. despite big haul by 'lnside Out‘

BOLLEA 006941
http://money.cnn.com/20 1 5/06/ 1 7/media/hulk—hogan-gawker-lawsuit/ 6/22/20 1 5



Hulk Hogan sex tape trial could destroy Gawker - Jun. 17, 201 5 Page 4 0f 7

ully Hopped Movies Thai Are Actuafily Why is everyone in Monaco so dam rich? CM r v mg tn

'9’5’ “9k “ ‘

BusEness Markets Tech Personai Finance Smail BuSiness Luxury f3

7 Signs Your Liver is
‘m Bad Condition am

Cemments

Sign in

I

Post cemmsm as...

Newest
I

Qidest

DarthStewie 3 days aw

Wasn‘t Gawker in some fashion involved in the iPhone that was stolen/Ieaked/whatever a few

years back? The story where they claimed they found the phone in a bar and that wasn't

actuauy the case. Or was that a different site?

Fiag Share Like Repiy

briancmyers 3 am age

If the sitelcompany was based outside US—jurisdicfion it would be harder to sue and collect.

Why people launch these controversial sites within US borders is beyond me‘

Flag finase Like Remy

Fernando Chiguavita 4 day: 3.30

Uncensored video: hulkhoganvideoblogspotcom

Ftag Share Lfke Reply

briancmyers a day: age

@Femando Chiguavita They took the biog down already. Have another link?

Flag Share Like Remy

Fernando Chiguavita 4 days age

Uncensored Video: http:iihuikhoganvidecblogspotcsml

F%ag Share Like Reply

DieselPower_ 4 days ago

BOLLEA 006942
http://m0ney.cnn.com/201 5/06/ 1 7/media/hulk—hogan—gawker-Iawsuit/ 6/22/20 l 5



Hulk Hogan sex tape trial could destroy Gawker - Jun. 17, 201 5 Page 5 0f 7

Good luck to Gawkerv They‘ll need it to try and beat Hogan in Florida, They‘ll be totally in his
'

cm Lag- 2::

’avcw . . ‘

'

Bagsmess Markets Tech Persona! Finance Small Busmess Luxury stack 72:: p
Hag Share Like Repfy

radiofan54 5 days 2:0

fi'd love to five in a worid without Gawker

Ftag Shana Like Remy

Tj Khan 5 days ago

"That‘s the job of a journalist.“

What a lying hypocrite. This from the man who threatened to firelBLACKLIST journalists to

prevent them from reporting on a MEDIA SCANDAL which Gawker was directly involved in.

htiptllwwwpxthis.comIZOMM 2!ny~times-staf§er~continues-to-harass-threaten-authmi

Fiag same Like Repiy

fig; 3 Toby Brace

Dirty Demon goes broke. Please pIease please please,

Fiag Share Like Reply

g V

Carl Spears 86333 age

Nick Danton is a money guzzling slime ball, l hope he loses everything.

Hag share 2 ELM Remy

Jacob Snell i days ago

Gawker is going to Iose; especially after they were up in arms themselves about the so called

‘The Fappening’. Good luck explaining the difference between the two to a jury.

Hag snare 1'Lgke mm

. pcsellerom 5 ms 090

@Jacob Snefi Exactly...Hogan won‘t get $100m but it will be enough to hurt.

Hag; Share ‘i .Like RepEy

NekoMouser sews age

His 3awyer looks like a native of the uncanny valley region.

Hag ahare “E EU“ Repiy

Igor Schmidlapp A days age

@wekoMouser That lawyer looks er Nikki Lauda‘. after the accident

Hag Share Like Repiy

BOLLEA 006943
http://m0ney.cnn.com/201 5/06/ 1 7/media/hulk—hogan—gawker-lawsuit/ 6/22/20 1 5



Hulk Hogan sex tape trial could destroy Gawker - Jun. 17, 2015

”V
: ?Ce'oadB 53 sage

‘ ‘ v

(dag
s

Busmess Markets Tech PersonaIFmance SmallBusmess Luxury

Do what everyone else does, deciare bankruptcy. Let them take the company assets which

are probably a couple of sewers years old. Go across the street and call your selfthe new
GM.

Flag Share Like Repiy

Dcoronata a days :gc

Yes‘ and this headline is no better than they are for generating irrational sensationalismt

"Could" destroy them; could also get them so much publicity that they can easily weather

whatever weak settlement they come up with.

When is the fast time any media company was successfully sued for 7 figures let alone 9,

Flag Share Like Repiy

ProfNekko . 5 nay: as?

@Dsomnata Weli it's pretty safe to assume they're in trouble if they lose. Gawker's

been under a pretty massive boycott campaign and has been hemmoraging money
for months, ad services have been pulling out left and right, |f they lose the case

here not only are they out a ton of money but a lot of companies see them as "toxic

goods" and finding outside help may prove difficuit

Mag snare 2 i Like Reply

NoTimeForTha c» days ago

What’cha gonna do when this twenty—four inch python comes gunnin' for you, brother!?

Fiag Share 3 £ Like Remy

i
l

r

, _

” Kitkat123 :3 days egg)

@NoTimeForTha say COME HOME TO MOMMA DADDY 1

Fiag Sham 1%Like Repiy

931 bn7t 8 dew 3%?)

! have no idea if he’s right or not, but l would enjoy the schadenfreude of seeing Gawker
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