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That Type of Girl Deserves It

Every young woman I know was vislated when the nude picturss of Jennifer Lawrenae and

other successful women ware posted on the internet for public consumpticn against their will,
Soms of us reason that these young womsn deserve to be sexually and publicly viclated because
they created these images. We reason that we have a right to their naked bodies simply because
the images exist somewhere in the sther. That is to say that the rmere existancs of a woman's
body is justification for its viclation.

This has nothing to do with celebrity. Or revenge. Motwithstanding the fact that a vietim of
revenge porn or a hacking created those imagss within the confines of an intimate relationship
or for herself, we believe she deserves to be punished. We seek to punish her for her irnmodesty.
For being a sezual creature in the first place. That type of girl desarves it. Hell, she probably
benefits from it. This line of reasoning releases the voyeurs of any responsibility, as they
saxually violate a wornan whe has not consented to the viewing of her naked body.

It is an exerciss in victira-blaming as old as time itself and as relevant as ever. But what these
of us who view these images may not understand- or are apathetic to- is the impact of these
"leaks" on the young women we lave,

Each time these images are leaked, it makes me feel that I have lost contrel over my own body
and destiny. It makes me believe that merely existing as a female in this world makes me
vulnerable and subject to violation. It makes me shrink, to becomae invisible. Tt makes fernale
success feel dangerous. It demanstrates to me that the power of influsntial women is limited
and that all wemen are ultimately raduced to mere sexuality. It teaches me that despite my
whale personhooad, my sexuality is the most powerful and obvious toc! to shame me. [ am
shameful.

But I also eome from a generation of young women who wers taught that their physical
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appearance and sexuality ars directly lirdeed to thei succsss. We are the generation that was
taught how rauch the world had changed and how much mare we could achisve than those

il lnok arcund it s unquestionably clear

whe came belore us. But when we open our e“f
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its rmouth to young women and it is
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of cur lives.

tinest of lines along this False binary of womanheod in all aspe

W have produced a generation of terrorized and terrified wornsn, We are the generation of

omen who are afraid to be intircats, to explore cur sexuality in safaty, to take private pictures

of our bedies, to walk to the parking lot, 1o dance, We are the women wie won't walk alone
after dark. Think about that. That mesns that for mach of the year, we spend half the day
afraid to walk down the street without a companion. We are constantly caloulating which s the

safest pazh and whorn to trust,

It means that when I want to go for a run after dark, I won't, It means that in law school, I
would often leave the h;:raz“ zarly with a friend so that T would not have o walk to the parking
{ot alone at night rather than focusing cn my studies. It means that when I spend the night

1
¥4

with a new partner, 1 scan the room for hidden cary rather than looking at my lover, Tt

means that I will hesitate to go out with my friends at all if T know I will have to cab homs

ans thatas a

alone at the end of the night. Tt yourg professional woman I continnously
regulate my behavior, both in my personal and my professional lifa. T have done so since I was
15 yaars old. If Twantad 1o be respected, to sucoesd, T eould not be that typs of girl. The onus

i

dwﬂ rernains ant on yre, We ares tanght and then »af reach to maks minaer adjustrments

s e

to avery aspect of our lives, These are the solutions we are given to avaid being vietimized. To

baccme smaller, more dependent, more afraid,

3 is 1o blamre a victim who fails 1o use ther. What was she doirg

< take th
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7 would pistures if che didn't want themm
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an't want to be treated that wayg. Proteet yourself

fehed

and we cannot be hald

The fact that the conversation is centered on nuds photos rather than an e tis & powerful

riérd with whar

reflantion of how our suciety regards v o auainst wornen, We are

e CH

it rmeans to violate a young woman by viewing her smmﬂm@ nake
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soraputer 35 a erirme but viewing the hacked irnage as & misdemeansr rathar as an act of saxual

3

viclenaa, We absolve sursslves of the crime, We prarend we are not causing harm in fulfilling

sur rola as the intended sudie

When seciery fails to ohject loudly to itz sexnal abuse of victimms nge porn” and contirnies

B

igs, it Huminates how we value

1o perpetraty sexual violenice with every chick o

nt in other forme of sexual abuse. g women about the protection they

[y et

e ahsent outraze at w

can expect against sexual sbuse in light of st amounts to & young

woman's secietal gang rape. It tells us we are not worthy of protection. It tells us we wars

asking tor {t. Tt telle us we bear rasporatbility,

During ray fiest yesr at law school, my crimina! law professor stood before us and surveyed the

~Jass, He said that according to the statistics, anywhere betwssn 50 and 80 parcent of the

wornen in that leeture hall would have been survivors of a senua

zssault, in most cases by

v
people they knew. [ didn’t bekevs him at the time. Later that year, # classmate was se:maﬁy
assauited. &fter that, T dizcoversd how 2 staggering numbar of rry friends had their own storiss
of sexual assault. Later still, [ recalled ray own story, It's not thar L had forgosten. [ simply
Jidn't know where to place it. Naming it caused a trarer in the core of my being that released
the fear, sharne, helplassness, and fury that had been lying dermant and yar affecting

avarything.

cery about it untd that timea,

- ug had gone to the police. Many of us had not spe

Almost none

Mraetle thia was horanes we kad nob rareenrizad it ne rare avar theawh anr heddios and sande had
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WIUSUY LIS Wl DECAUSYE W Tldl HOL CdiEUIEEU 10 ds Pdpe 8VEL LIOWEH O DOUIES diid SUWS Hdd
known exactly what it was, We didn't call it rape because we were drunk. Because after we said
no and he wouldn't stop, we gave in. Because we couldn't remermnber all of it. Benause we were
afraid no one would belisve us. Because we didn't believe curselves. Because we blamed

ourselves. Because this couldn't happen to us. This only happened to that type of girl.

Reut Amit lives in Vancouwer, British Colurnbia where she works in cormmercial btigation.
She holds a M.A. in Diplornacy and Conflict Studies from the IDC Herzliya and 2 J.D. from the
University of Victoria. She writes essays ahout ferninfern, politics and public policy. Pollow her
on Twitter @reutarnit.

[LHustration by Jim Cooke]
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Arnazing (and aggravating, in a good way) article, but the illustration that accompanies it

takes things to a whole different level. These reflective pieces are why I come to Gawker.
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